
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

      www.sespeflyfishers.org                                                                                May  2008 Volume 33 Issue 5 

 

 Sespe Fly Fishers 

MEETING  

May 14, 2008 

TIME:  7:00 p.m. 

PLACE: Senior Rec. 
Center 

Santa Clara and 
Oak, Ventura 

 

UPCOMING  EVENTS 

June  Meeting Speaker 

Diana Rudolph 

ñFly Fishing 

Islamorada: Past and 

Presentò 

June 18
th

,  2008 

7:00 PM Senior Rec. 

Center. Oak and Santa 

Clara, Ventura 

BOARD MEETING  

   June 16th, at Carrowôs 

Restaurant, Seaward 

and Harbor, Ventura 

Fly Tying 

Last Session until fall 

Wednesday May 28th 

Details inside 

 

 
Everything old is new again.   

How often have you heard that phrase?  It is even the lyrics of a 

song.  In my younger years, I had no understanding of what the 

phrase meant.  When you are young, everything is new.  How could 

old stuff be new?  Well, I finally think Iôve got it.  Some things go in 

cycles; clothes fashions for example. Styles of years ago are dusted 

off and emerge as ñnewò.  Menôs suit coats cycle from single to 

double-breasted, pants go from cuffed to no cuffs and I wonôt even 

attempt to comment on womenôs fashion changes.  The same thing 

happens in magazine content.  Publications such as fishing 

magazines have a constantly evolving readership and what is old to 

some is new to others.  In keeping with that theme, I have been 

combing through old copies of our Clubôs newsletters looking for 

articles that may be of interest to current club members.  Several 

members have expressed their enjoyment of newsletter articles that 

are written by club members.  I guess that wisdom and knowledge 

that are shared by someone we know is more authentic.  I know it 

seems so to me.  Over the years, some of our members shared their 

thoughts concerning fly fishing on a more or less regular basis.  One 

of these members is Drew Madrigal.  In the spirit of ñoldò being ñnewò 

the first of these reprints appears in next monthôs newsletter.  Drew 

has been absent from the club for a time since health issues kept him 

from fishing.  In January of this year he returned to our meetings 

ready to resume fishing.  When I asked him, he readily agreed with 

the idea of reprinting his past articles.   

Read and enjoy.    

 Paul 

 

Presidentôs Message                 May 2008 

 

Program  

 
John Tavenner  

ñThe 

Spectacular   

San Juanò 

 

http://www.sespeflyfishers.org/


Speaker of the Month 
 

John Tavenner 

 

John Tavenner, guide, fly designer, author and lecturer, has 

been fly - fishing and fly tying for over 30 years. Growing up in 

Lakeview, Oregon he began fly - fishing at the age of eleven, 

chasing Redband Rainbows and Lahontan Cutthroats. John sold his 
first flies to his neighbors before he was in high school. He moved 

to New Mexico in 1983.  

John began his guiding career as a ski instructor and a white 

water rafting guide, which he continued for eight years. He began guiding fly fishers with 

Los Rios Anglers in Taos  NM in 1985. He guided on the Rio Grande, the Cimarron, 

Costilla creek, and numerous private ranches, Including the Forbes Trinchera Ranch in 

Colorado.  

He first fished the San Juan River in 1985 and fell in love with it. He guided his first trip 

on the San  Juan in 1987. John moved to Aztec in 1991 and began guiding full time on 

the San Juan for Rizutoôs fly-shop. He than became head guide of Soaring Eagle lodge in 

1996. He and his wife, Monica, started Sandstone Anglers, Inc. in 1999. The Aztec 

Chamber of C ommerce named Sandstone Anglers, Inc. ñNew Business of the Yearò. 

John is a featured tier with Pacific Fly Group, and has developed many fly patterns now 
popular with experienced San Juan fisherman. He wrote the section on the San Juan 

River for the book, ñA Fly fisherôs Guide to New Mexicoò, by Van Beacham. John has also 

appeared in Wal -Martôs Great Outdoors with Jack Youngblood and Fly-Fish TV with Terry 

Gunn.  

For more information on John and his guide service visit his web site at 

www.SandstoneAnglers.com . 

 

 

2008 Speaker Schedule  
May      John Tavenner             ñThe Spectacular San Juanò 
June      Diana Rudolph  ñFlyfishing Islamorada: Past and Presentò 
July      Zane Mirfin   ñFlyfishing New Zealandò 
August     Steve Schalla                 ñHistory of the Sierrasò 
September        Annual Picnic           September 20th Soul Park, Ojai 
October     Rick Hafele   ñDebugging Entomologyò 
November     Rick E. Martin  ñHow to Improve your Photographyò 
December      Christmas Party 
*Speakers and programs subject to change without notice. Check the news letter each month.  
 
 

http://www.sandstoneanglers.com/


FLY TYING WITH BILL BLACKSTONE 
Did you ever stop to look at your fly box, maybe to re-sort it or just clean house? Iôll answer 

that-No. Iôm just as lazy as the next guy. I carry stuff Iôve never used, and some unfortunate person 

will have the opportunity to go through my stuff after Iôm gone, shaking his head at what I have 

allowed myself to collect. Itôs even beyond collecting. Itôs in the neighborhood of hording. My recent 

experience with our auction in March really helped to drive the message home, itôs time to clean 

house. Maybe not completely but clean up, re-arrange and sort by category would go a long way 

towards getting my self in order. 

You donôt need a fly shop to be a successful fisherman. You do need an assortment and some 

varied sizes, but not he inventory I carry. Let me suggest what I feel is a reasonable all around 

inventory which should give you success no mater who you are or where you go fishing. 

You shouldnôt have to extend your pattern number beyond nineteen or twenty different flies. 

Iôm not talking about sizes, only fly patterns. If that raises your interest, here is that inventory by 

name; 

Generalist flies 

Dry :  Adams, Renegade, Royal Humpy, Gray Wulff 

Wet:  Black Woolly Bugger,  Gold Ribbed Hairôs ear, Pheasant Tail, Muddler Minnow 

May Flies:  Comparadun, Poly Spinner 

Caddis:  Bucktail Caddis, Elk hair Caddis, Kingôs River Caddis, Tied down Caddis, Caddis Pupa 

Stone Flies:  Adult Stone (dry), Montana Stone (nymph) 

Terrestrials:  Daveôs Hopper, Ant and or Beetle. 

 This is as simple, yet complete as it gets. And you choose the sizes. If you fish big flies have at 

it. Some people like small, and this is your opportunity to dive into that. 

To help you start your inventory here is the first of the two Mayfly patterns . 

(Editors note; The second of these two patterns will appear in the July newsletter.) 

Mayfly Spinner 

Materials 

Hook-Any dry fly hook you prefer, size 18-20 recommended 

Thread- Primrose yellow or Gray 

Body- Gray or Olive fine dubbing 

Tail- Paint brush fibers or  ñMicro Fibbitsò 

Wing- Gray or off white (buff) Poly yarn. 

 Purchase a Nylon paint brush that has ñtapered bristlesò the size to fit your pattern. It is less 

costly than using the micro fibbits you purchase in the fly shop. Both work and both are acceptable.  

 



Mayfly Spinner 

Instructions 

1. Wrap the thread from the head space to the bend and half hitch. 

2. Tie in a small ball of dubbing forming the butt of the body. 

3. Tie in the tails splayed one each side. Match their length to at least the length of the hook. 

4. Continue dubbing the body forming a conical (cigar) shape profile. 

5. At the wing position of the body place some dubbing as a base and tie in a poly wing splayed 

out 90 degrees each side of the hook shank, ñspent spinnerò style. 

6. Continue dubbing over the base of the wing and taper down to the head. 

7. Form a head whip finish and trim your poly wing to the desired length and shape. You could 

apply a slight urethane or head cement coating to the wing fibers and pinch them to flatten out, 

or not, your choice. 

From the Fly Tying Chairman, Bob Smith 
 

May is our last Fly Tying session till September and this month Bill will have us tying Hoppers and 
Beetles to round out our fly boxes. With all these basic, tried and true flies we should be ready for a 
good summer of fishing.  As always bring your tools, breadboard and such and weôll see you there.  
 
Our session for May will be on the 28th (Wednesday), 7:00 to 9:00 PM, and as usual, at the Brooks 
Instituteôs Ventura campus, 5301 N. Ventura Avenue (Rt. 33 to Canada Larga off ramp), in the 
Conference Room.  
 

Tying Tips and Tricks  

 from Earl 

 

De-barb your hook with the tying vice before you tie your fly. Just insert the tip sideways and push 
down on the lever gently. Not too hard or you will crack the hook. This works with most lever action 
vices. 
 

Keep your scissors in your hand. Slip one loop over your pinkie or ring finger, and palm your scissors, 
keeping your thumb, index and middle fingers free to handle materials. Once you get used to this you 
will never be digging through the pile of fur and feathers for your scissors again. (Thanks Bob Johns) 
 
Sharpen your hooks before you tie the fly. Most hooks these days are chemically sharpened but you 
should check them just the same. If you buy bulk hooks from Mustad or Eagle Claw they will almost 
always need a touch on the stone. Drag the hook point across you thumbnail. If the hook slides and 
doesnôt stick then your hookôs not sharp! 
 

 
 



Sespe Flyfishers Board of Directors 
 

PRESIDENT      
Paul Wilson      482-7443 
 

VICE PRESIDENT  
Dennis Harper: 650-1708 
 

SECRETARY  
Gary Bulla:      646-0286 
 

TREASURER  
Carl Rhoads:     644-0940 

 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Ulrich:     646-6496 
Frances Smith: 647-3522 
John Dugan:     646-6898 
 
 

 

FROM THE OUTING CHAIRMAN  

Rose Valley Lower Lake outing report  

Five of our retired members met early Monday morning to fish the pond we lovingly call Lower Rose 

Valley Lake. The weather was cold and cloudy with a bit of wind. Not what we expect of early May. 

John Dugan hosted the outing and then proceeded to catch most of the fish. (Practice makes 

perfect). The Professor Ray Johnson also landed a few. Bob Smith and Chuck Cowell caught some 

exercise. All had a good day. Apparently the DFG did not stock this week so the catching was wasnôt 

as good as had been hoped. John says the ñlakeò is still flowing over the spillway and the water temp 

is around 60 ↔so we can expect the lake to be stocked again soon. 

 

SESPE CASTING CLINIC  

 
What a nice day for our annual casting clinic held Saturday, May 3rd at Hobart Park.  We had eleven 

Sespe members attending to assist in teaching any first time fly fishing enthusiasts. Unfortunately the 

Star did not print our article regarding our casting clinic so we had no outside attendees.  I do believe 

that the eleven members attending got in a lot of practice and had a good time casting each others 

new rods and exchanging fishing tales.  Some of us learned a ton from our own FFF Certified Master 

Michael Maloney. 

 

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
 

Conservation ï Dennis Harper   650-1708 
Membership - Chris & Frances May  984-1267 
Newsletter ïEarl Arnold:    701-1239 
Programs - Gary Bulla:    646-0286 
Raffles ï John Dugan:    646-6898 
Refreshments - Jeff Herford:   658-0829 
Outings - Jeff Hereford:    658-0829 
Web Site ïEarl Arnold:   701-1239 
Auction - Frances Smith:    647-3522 
Fly Tying -Bob Smith:    647-3522 
Trout In The Classroom - Bob Salas  640-7101 
 



OUTINGS PLANNED FOR THE REMAINING OF THE YEAR 

Through the end of this summer I plan on hosting one surf outing per month. Plan on 
meeting at the Artful Angler, Santa Clause Lane, 805-566-5900. In addition to surf 
fishing equipment Eric has loaner rods for those members that would like to give surf 

fishing a try. 
 
May 10 I plan on hosting another surf outing on 10 May. Since the tide is a -0.6 at 8:45 am plan on 

meeting at the Artful Angular at 8:40 am. For those that have never tried the surf this is a great time to 
give it a try.  
  
June 7 I currently plan on having our monthly surf outing on 7 June. Place and time TBD.   

 

    Jeff Hereford 

1227 Seafarer St. 

Ventura Ca 93001 

805-658-0829 cell 805-701-4004 

jehmah@msn.com 

 

Sespe Fly Fishers Conservation Notes  

From our conservation director  Dennis Harper  

Sespe Fly Fishers Conservation Notes, May 5, 2008 
 
Matilija Creek Arrundo Removal 

Ventura County has been very actively removing the heavy arrundo growth above Matilija Dam. The 

large cleared area is very impressive. This is worth a short drive to view the results. This year there 

are ongoing efforts in the Ventura River Watershed riparian zones as well as the Santa Clara River 

Watershed. 

 

Ventura River Steelhead Passage Barriers  

Last week a small group of volunteers removed an illegal rock dam constructed by recreational users 

of the Ventura River. The dam served to deepen a pool and made a better swimming area, however 

during this time of the year dams can be a migration barrier to the Endangered Southern Steelhead. 

Thanks to Bill Loehr and Rick Bisaccia, Preserve Manager Ojai Valley Land Conservancy. 

The Robles Fish Passage Facilityôs Augmented Flow Season runs from Jan 1 to June 30 of each 

year. During this time, as long as sufficient flow exists into the Robles Facility (excluding higher storm 

flow periods) releases are to be maintained at 30 CFS. Once the river flow drops below 30 CFS, flow 

decreases as the natural inflow diminishes. 

It is important that during this period the river be free flowing with no barriers to adult steelhead or 

smolt migration. Current river flow is 11 CFS through the Robles Facility fish ladder, still considered 

sufficient to enable migration over the fish ladder. No water is being diverted to the diversion canal. 

mailto:jehmah@msn.com


 

Quagga & Zebra Mussel Early Detection Monitoring  

 

Last week I attended a workshop designed to promote early detection monitoring for the above 

invasive species. The monitoring program is designed for agencies and water companies to perform. 

I found it beneficial to gain a better understanding of the problem and the methods to be used for 

monitoring and early detection. It is evident that Casitas Water is aggressively implementing a 

monitoring program. However, I donôt think this is a feasible activity for a fly fishing club due to the 

time commitment, cost and difficulty of gaining CDFG Collecting Permits, securing permission to 

monitor and liability releases.  

New Zealand Mud Snails: 

While at the workshop we learned that NZMS are also present in Malibu Creek and Solstice Creek in 

the Santa Monica Mountains, as well as in Piru Creek at the Frenchman Flats area. Invasives 

continue to spread. 

Bear Creek Stream Cleanup  

Saturday May 10th 

 

Deep Creek Flyfishers of Riverside is holding its annual Bear Creek Stream Cleanup on Saturday May 10
th
. All 

are invited to join in for a few hours of trash pickup followed by an afternoon of fishing this rugged little 

mountain stream full of wild rainbow and brown trout. Bear Creek is located in the San Bernardino National 

Forest and is a designated wild trout stream. 
 

 

Contact: For additional information contact Steve Kopp stevekopp@hotmail.com or 909-557-7034 

 

mailto:stevekopp@hotmail.com


Fish of the Month 
By Ann Scarborough Bull, Ph.D. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
California Halibut (Paralichthys californicus) Not the óbarn doorô species. California halibut are local fish that get up to 50 
lbs. However, all halibut are unusual in that one eye has to migrate around from one side to the other as it grows from an 
upright baby fish into an adult fish that lays on its side. The adult has two eyes on the up-side as it lays on the bottom. The 
fish hides under sand or loose gravel and blends into the bottom. California halibut are top level, aggressive predators and 
voracious feeders that lie buried to their eyeballs in sand, waiting to ambush any fly that swims by. While it is best to plow 
the sandy bottom with your fly, halibut will move a considerable distance for a meal and can feed off the bottom cruising 
low in dim light. Squid and shrimp patterns are good along with anything that looks edible and will bounce off the bottom. 
Sometimes the fish are caught from shore or by kayak anglers in very shallow water and they range out to around 100 ft 
of water. Slow trolling and drifting your fly right on the bottom is best. 
 

California Halibut 
I like to fish in the surf a bit 

And some will ask ñwhatôs the point in it?ò 
I just smile and say 

In my usual way 
I do it just for the Halibut 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Sespe Fly Fisherõs Sponsor of the Month 

 

 

                                 

                                               
  

 



 
 

 
It has been a busy couple of months for the SWCFFF. On March 15th Greg Stumpf, Steve Kopp and I 

went to Kernville to have a meeting about the Kern River Rainbow Project. There were three clubs 

represented, The Kern River Fly Fishers Southern Sierra Fly Fishers and Aqua Bonita Fly Fishers. 

Cal-Trout and representatives from the Fish and Game Department (DFG) were also at the meeting. 

Mark Swain who started this project over twenty years ago with the Kern River Fly Fishers gave us 

the history of the project.  

For those of you who are not familiar with the Kern River Rainbow project. The Kern River rainbow is 

one of ten fish that can only be found in California. There are three Trout species that are from the 

Kern plateau drainage. Two are Golden trout stains and the third is the Kern River rainbow. Mark 

Swain told how over twenty years ago the Kern River Fly Fishers working with the DFG started a 

restoration of the Kern River rainbows. The hatchery had some brood stock and over 200,000 

fingerlings, then the pumps failed and the water source got contaminated killing all the fish. Since 

then the Kern River Fly Fishers have raised several hundred thousand dollars to start the project 

over. The wells will be redone and the water source checked. The someone will have to hike in to the 

headwaters of the Kern River and catch some more brood stock. The fish will be carried out by 

packers in milk cans and rushed to the hatchery. The DFG has already taken fin samples from 

several rivers to find the purest stain of Kern River rainbow and are waiting for the results.  

Wayne told us what the goal was for this fishery and Brett Matzke and Mark Drew, both from Cal-

Trout, advised us on how best to go about getting this done. It was Brettôs suggest that Mark write up 

a proposal to have the Wild Trout section changed from ending at the Johnsondale bridge to the 

Fairview dam. Since there is no barrier at the Johnsondalebridge this would make sense. Then in 

three to five years after the hatchery has been running and raised some fish to start releasing them in 

the Kern River above the dam. This will be a three to five year project and Iôll keep you informed on 

the progress. 

In April Greg Stumpf and I met with a group of guides from Mammoth. David Neal, Otis Hein and Alex 

who I didnôt get his last name met with us. We asked them how we could help them in the Eastern 

Sierras. Their concerns are: 

¶ The water temperatures in the East Walker are getting too high 

¶ Mammoth Creek restoration clean out brush and put in picnic tables 

Federation of Fly Fishers News 
May, 2008 



¶ Update and improve signage at Big Springs 

¶ Improve the monument on the Upper Owens, build one that is visible 

¶ Install monofilament recycling tubes at the Mammoth Lakes basin and Upper Owens 

¶ Establish youth and disabled programs, establish Trout in the Classroom along the towns of 

the Eastern Sierra corridor 

¶ Restoration of Rush creek  

¶ Have a FFF booth at the Million Dollar Trout event in Mammoth.  

The Council is going to set up a bank account for the eastern sierra. This will be funded by the 

Guides and the Council. The Guides will donate tip money and the Council will use fund raising 

events etc. Since most of us fish up in the Eastern Sierras Greg and I are looking into ways that the 

clubs could help raise funds for these projects. Where the club members that want to give can donate 

money and time to these projects. 

The last thing is that the FFF national has given the SWCFFF an all expense paid trip to the Five 

Rivers Lodge in Montana to raffle off as a fundraiser. The SWCFFF will pay the airfare for the winner. 

This is for two people and all they have to pay for is their fishing license, guides gratuity and flies that 

the guide picks out. In total a five thousand dollar trip. We will also have some other items that we will 

raffle off as second, third and fourth prizes. The tickets go on sale at the clubs in June and we will be 

picking the winners in January 2009. The cost will be twenty dollars a ticket.  

Gary Applebee, SWCFFF Vice President   

 

 

 
 

Golf with Our Guest Speaker 
 

 
Hereôs a rare opportunity to go golfing with our guest speaker. John Tavenner, our guest speaker for 

May, said would like to play golf here. Since our program director, president and Treasurer will be out 

of town on May 14 Chuck Colwell has graciously agreed to play host to our speaker. He would like a 

couple of club members to join in and make it a foursome. Contact Chuck for more Information. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Sespe Fly Fishers Membership Renewal 
 

Dear Flyfisher, 

Welcome to new members and renewing members alike!  Your membership dues enable the Sespe Fly Fishers 

to continue to provide quality programs, outings, seminars, and to participate in conservation efforts. 

In other words, WE NEED YOU! 

 

Please complete this application and return it along with your membership dues today to the following address: 

 

Sespe Flyfishers 

P.O. Box 5127 

Ventura, CA  93005 

 

Your support is appreciated. 

 

NAME: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Please include names of Family Members that may participle in club functions:  

Family Member: ______________________________________________________ 

Family Member: ______________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________ 

  _______________________________________________________________________ 

  ____________________________________________________________ 

 

HOME PHONE: ______________________________________________________ 

WORK PHONE: ________________________________________________________________ 

E-MAIL:  ______________________________________________________ 

 

Please indicate if you are a member of the  Federation of  Fly Fishers (FFF)  

  Yes     No 

Annual Family Membership Dues (Jan. 1 ï Dec. 31) 

 

Residence 

 

Age 

 

New Member 

Renewing 

Member 

 

Ventura & S.B. Counties 16 and over $41 $35 $____________ 

Other Locations 16 and over $18 $12 $____________ 

Any Under 16 $18 $12 $____________ 

Voluntary contribution to the Sespe Fly Fishers Conservation Fund          $____________ 

Voluntary contribution to ñTrout in the classroomò                                    $____________ 

GRAND TOTAL $____________ 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Chris or Fran May at (805) 984-1267 or chrismay5@msn.com. 

 

mailto:chrismay5@msn.com?subject=sespe%20renewal


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sespe Flyfishers 
P.O. Box 5127 
Ventura, CA 93005 
 

 

  

 


