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 Sespe Fly Fishers 

MEETING  

January20, 2009 

TIME:  7:00 p.m. 

PLACE: Senior 
Recreation Center. 

Santa Clara and 
Oak St. Ventura. 

 

UPCOMING  EVENTS 

Steve Cooper “Bronze 

Back Fever” 

Wednesday,   

 February 17
th

,  2010 

7:00 PM 

BOARD MEETING  

7:00 PM 

  January18
th

, at 
Carrow’s Restaurant, 

Seaward and Harbor, 

Ventura 

Outings 

Owens River, 

Surf fishing, 

Casting Clinic  

See inside for details! 

          HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
  
 Hope you had a pleasant holiday.  The Club ended the year in 

a festive mood with our Christmas Party.  Chuck and Marcia Colwell 

again planned and arranged an outstanding event.  Many people 

contributed to the evening’s success.  Marcia and Frances Smith 

prepared the chicken casseroles and everyone else brought a lot of 

really good appetizers, salads and desserts.  Bruce Hunter supplied 

the music.  Thanks to you all.  

 

 Here are some important reminders:  Don’ forget to get that 

new fishing license:  it’s time to renew your club membership AND 

start planning now for our Annual March Auction.  As you know, our 

auction is the major source of funds for club operations.  Frances 

Smith is busy planning and collecting items for the event.  Check 

around and see if there are any items you have that are not being 

used, but could be of use to other club members.  Contact Frances 

and she will arrange to the get the items up for sale. 

 

 In looking ahead to our 2010 events, Dennis Harper, our 

Conservation Chairman is arranging for a follow-on tree planting 

addition to the Yvon Chouinard project begun last February.  The 

survival rate for the trees planted has been quite high.  Watch for the 

planned date and take the opportunity to participate in this very 

worthwhile event.  For those of you who are members of the 

Federation of Fly Fishers, turn to page 15 of your Autumn 09/Winter 

10 copy of Flyfisher magazine.  The article documents your club’s 

efforts. 

 
The 2010 roster of monthly club meeting speakers includes some 

really excellent programs.  In addition there are a variety of events 

including the monthly fly tying sessions with Bill Blackstone as 

arranged by Bob Smith, outings arranged by Jeff Hereford, Bob 

Smith’s casting clinic, the Ray Johnson/John Dugan rod building 

class, and much more.  Make a New Year’s resolution to participate 

in everything you can.  Enjoy, Paul 

 
 

 

President’s Message          December 2009 

 

Program 
Grace Breer 

and Carl 

“Boomer” Stout 

ñThe Great 

Green Riverò 

 

http://www.sespeflyfishers.org/


The Great Green River 
with Grace Breer and Boomer Stout 

 Straddling the near-borders of 
Utah, Wyoming and Colorado sit the 
magnificent Flaming Gorge Reservoir 
and the fiery red rock canyon of the 
Green River. As this river slices out from 
the dam through the beautiful Uinta 
Mountain Range on it's journey to join 
the Colorado River, it creates a fly 
fishing paradise known around the world 
as a truly premier trout stream.  The 
population of rainbow, cutthroat and 
brown trout is estimated at between 
eight and 14,000 per mile, with the 
dam’s release of steady-temperature 
water nurturing all of them.  This 
consistently flowing cold, clear water is 
one of the reasons for a phenomenal growth rate of one to two inches per month. And do we have the 
best people to tell us about this fishery?  You betcha!    
  Almost 25 years ago, Grace Mackey met Denny Breer when they were fixed up on a blind 
date in Colorado Springs.  Each quickly realized they were meant for each other and within a year 
they were married, moved to Dutch John (alongside the river) and opened up Trout Creek Flies and 
Green River Outfitters   Since then they expanded the fly shop and built accommodations for visiting 
anglers.  In late 2008, Denny was tragically killed in a freak construction accident, but Grace is 
carrying on the Breer tradition of quality service, so the fishing goes on.  She’ll be with us for the 
presentation, along with Head Guide Carl “Boomer” Stout.                                                                       
 Boomer was born in 1958 and grew up in Central Illinois.  He moved to Colorado in 1979, 
having already acquired the nickname Boomer by playing Bass Guitar.  He took a job with the City of 
Wheat Ridge, Colorado, in the forestry department, thus enabling him to study entomology even more 
than he already had. Boomer started fly fishing the next year, built his own drift boat and began 
guiding on local streams.  He started writing articles about the water he was guiding, while also 
combining newly acquired skills of fly tying with his knowledge of insects.  Thus was born a career of 
inventing new fly patterns.  Some of the patterns he has created are the CDC Thorax BWO Dun, 
Spent Partridge Caddis, Orange Leg Cicada, Atomic egg, Barroom Gal and Pink & Purple Passion. 
He has traveled overseas to train fly tiers and was even crowned the “Egg Prince” of Alaska by 
Outdoor Life magazine fishing editor Jerry Gibb.  

 In 1988 Boomer visited the Green River, which turned out to be a life changing experience. He 
fell in love with the 30-mile stretch from below the Dam to the Colorado line and its infinite variety of 
fishing opportunities, from runs, to pools, to rapids to flats that remind people of spring creeks.                                                                                                             
 In 1990, Boomer went to work for Denny at Trout Creek Flies and since then has become a 
member of Umpqua Feather Merchants “Royalty Tiers.” Some of the more popular patterns Boomer 
designed specifically for the Green are Carl’s Cicada, WD-50, Parachute Cricket & Foam Flying Ant. 
Because of his intense love for this river and also for fishing dry flies for large brown trout, Boomer 
has found it impossible to leave the area!  
 So if you want to learn all about this great river, its abundant hatches, its three sections (Red 
Canyon -- seven miles long, Devil’s Hole -- nine miles and Browns Park -- 12 miles), what tackle you 
should use and what are the best tactics for fishing this Mecca of fly fishing, join our friends Grace 
and Boomer for the first show of 2010.  www.fishgreenriver.com 
 

 

 



 
  

Sespe Flyfishers Board of Directors 
 

PRESIDENT      
Paul Wilson      482-7443 
 

VICE PRESIDENT  
Dennis Harper: 650-1708 
 

SECRETARY  
Gary Bulla:      933-1367 
 

TREASURER  
Carl Rhoads:     644-0940 

 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Ulrich:     646-6496 
Frances Smith: 647-3522 
John Dugan:     646-6898 
 

2010 Speaker Schedule*  
February Steve Cooper  ñBronze Back Feverò 
March  Annual Auction ñBring Your Check Bookò 
April  Ken Iwamasa  ñFly Fishing Coloradoò 
May  Dave McCoy  ñFly Fishing Washington Stateò 
June  Terry Gunn   ñThe New Leeôs Ferryò 
July  Ed Engle   “Catching Difficult Trout” 
August  
September Annual Picnic ñFood, Friends and Funò 
October Mike St.Clair  ñBamboo Rods ï Their History and Influence on Fly Fishingò 
November Jeff Bright   ñFly Fishing the Skeena River System,ò 
*Speakers and programs subject to change without notice. Check the news letter each month.  
 

From Our Fly Tying Chairman 

Bob Smith   
Fly Tying for January 

 
Fly Tying resumes this month on Monday, January 25th (4th Monday) at the Senior Rec Center, Santa 
Clara and Oak, at 7:00 PM.  Bill Blackstone will continue teaching us about tying the Nymph so bring 
your tools and join us for another enjoyable evening at the vise. 
 
Remember, we now meet at the Senior Rec Center, Oak and Santa Clara (same place as our regular 
program meetings), 7:00 PM, January 25, (4th Monday).  
     
 
 

 

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
 

Conservation – Dennis Harper   650-1708 
Membership - Chris & Frances May  984-1267 
Newsletter –Earl Arnold:    701-1239 
Programs - Gary Bulla:    933-1367 
Raffles – John Dugan:    646-6898 
Refreshments - Jeff Herford:   658-0829 
Outings - Jeff Hereford:    658-0829 
Web Site –Steve Schalla:   642-5898 
Auction - Frances Smith:    647-3522 
Fly Tying -Bob Smith:    647-3522 
Trout in the Classroom – Kent Houston  649-4716 
 

 



Outings 
From Jeff Herford  
 

OUTINGS PLANNED FOR THE NEXT THREE MONTHS 
MONTH             LOCATION                                               HOST 

22 – 24 Jan        Lower Owens                                       Jeff 
I plan on leaving 21 Jan and fishing the Warm Spring Rd section of the Lower Owens that p.m. and 
depending on conditions fishing both the Upper and Lower Owens the next few days. I will be staying 
at the El Rancho. 
 
15 Feb (President’s Day) Surf outing time and place TBA. 
 
Mar Planning another outing to the E. Sierra date TBA.   
 

1 May Bob Smith will be hosting our annual casting clinic at Ventura’s Hobart Park starting at 9:00 
a.m.  
      

15 May Sespe Creek, Depending on rainfall Earl Arnold will be hosting an outing to “the corral” an 
easy 45 min. hike to his favorite place to fish.         
 

 Jeff Hereford 

1227 Seafarer St 

Ventura Ca 93001 

805-658-0829 cell 805-701-4004 

jehmah@msn.com  

  

A Fishing Invitation 
From Dennis Adams 
 
I was a member of The Sespe Flyfishers for 10-15 years prior to 2000. When my wife Reba died, I 

relocated to Burney, Calif., in the northeastern part of the state. I am sure you are familiar with Hat 

Creek, Fall River, Pitt River, McCloud, etc. 

  

If any of your members are planning a trip up this way in the future, I would be happy to serve as their 

informal guide. I do have a drift boat that could be used. I do not have a guide license. I would just be 

offering to show them some of the places to fish and some of the flies/techniques I've used to catch 

the wiley critters. That being said, understand that my services are being offered w/o any type of 

payment. 

  

If you want to throw my name and info to your club, please do so. They may contact me anytime. 

  

Respectfully 

Dennis Adams 

20486 Camas Rd 

Burney, CA 96013 

530 335 2242 

denandannie@frontiernet.net 

mailto:jehmah@msn.com
mailto:denandannie@frontiernet.net


 

Tight Lines by Drew Madrigal   

     

 

New Year’s Resolutions 

1. Fish more often; really do it this time. 

2. Make sure all my gear is ready for the new season and the fly boxes re-stocked. 

3. Fresh tippet, leaders, and fishing license have been purchased. 

4. Re-read Wisdom of the Guides by Paul Arnold and try some of the guide’s techniques this 

year. Note: the three things guides like are clients who ask questions, listen, and follow advice; 

honest, it says so in the book over and over. 

 

Something I do at the start of a new year is try out my fishing license at the beach and Casitas. 

Casitas is great for working out casting kinks, working on accuracy, testing and adjusting leaders, and 

watching the action of new patterns to be tried in the new season. In the surf, I am mostly working on 

my success rate in the surf. (Reminder to self: don’t forget to get the annual tide table so I can plan in 

advance when to slip out to the beach for some surf fishing). 

 

And now the other list of other things to remember: 

 

“Every bend in a stream is a learning experience.” Neal Taylor 

 

“The most important piece of tackle is your leader.” Press Powell of Powell Rods 

 

“Make sure your presentation was right before changing a fly” Drew Madrigal 

 

“When are casting accuracy, line mending, and tippet protection more important than distance 

casting? When you’re trout fishing.”  Advertisement by Scott Rods 

 

“The purpose of famous rivers is to distract people from the really good ones” Advertisement by St. 

Croix Rods. (Do you fish feeder creeks?) 

 

I collect a lot of maps. Prior to heading to NorCal, I am always sure to pack the DeLorme Northern 

California Atlas and Gazetteer plus Dr. Higbee’s map, ñStreams of Northern California.ò  Who 

knows, maybe one of those little creeks or rivers with no names on the maps holds a lot of fish worthy 

of the extra hike to these waters. Topo maps of lakes may also help. The plastic-coated, waterproof 

map of Casitas you can buy at the Casitas fishing store designates the structure and brush piles in 

the lake.  

 

 

Happy New Fishing Year 

Drew 

 



Conservation 
From our conservation chairman 

Dennis Harper 

 
Sespe Fly Fishers Conservation Notes, Jan 2010 

Lake Tahoe Asian Clam Invasion 

Lake Tahoe has been invaded by a freshwater Asian clam (Corbicula fluminea), as reported by The 

Ventura County Star. This invasive species entered the Columbia River Basin and is has rapidly 

spread throughout North America. It is considered one of three worst aquatic invaders in the US 

along with zebra and quagga mussels. The clams are aggressive competitors that have significant 

environmental impacts on aquatic systems. 1) They excrete elevated levels of nitrogen and 

phosphorus. 2) Filter high volumes of water. 3) Are strongly correlated with algal growth. 4) Are an 

actively reproducing community in Lake Tahoe.  

In 2008 algal blooms in the southeastern area of the lake correlated to Asian clam presence have 

impacted water clarity, beach aesthetics and swimming areas. Ecosystem impacts are likely if current 

populations expand their range to become the dominant near-shore species. At present, there is no 

method of control for these invasives. Studies are ongoing. 

The future of Lake Tahoe’s crystal clear water and ecosystem is clearly at risk. 

This also serves to reinforce the need for diligent monitoring and protection of Lake Casitas and our 

local reservoirs. 

Ventura River Debris Dumping Case Proceeds 

As reported by the Ventura Star, a landowner just upstream of the confluence of San Antonio Creek 

and the Ventura River is the subject of a probe into illegal dumping into the river steambed. This area 

has perennial springs and is a cool water source for year-round water flow into the lower reaches of 

the Ventura River. Steelhead young and smolts are often found in the confluence pool. As such, 

preservation of the natural riparian zone is critical to the survival of the endangered southern 

steelhead. 

Hopefully appropriate agency action will serve to protect the river. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sespe Fly Fishers Membership Renewal 
 

Dear Flyfisher, 

Welcome to new members and renewing members alike!  Your membership dues enable the Sespe Fly Fishers 

to continue to provide quality programs, outings, seminars, and to participate in conservation efforts. 

In other words, WE NEED YOU! 

 

Please complete this application and return it along with your membership dues today to the following address: 

 

Sespe Flyfishers 

P.O. Box 5127 

Ventura, CA  93005 

 

Your support is appreciated. 

 

NAME: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Please include names of Family Members that may participle in club functions:  

Family Member: ______________________________________________________ 

Family Member: ______________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________ 

  _______________________________________________________________________ 

  ____________________________________________________________ 

 

HOME PHONE: ______________________________________________________ 

WORK PHONE: ________________________________________________________________ 

E-MAIL:  ______________________________________________________ 

 

Please indicate if you are a member of the  Federation of  Fly Fishers (FFF)  

  Yes     No 

Annual Family Membership Dues (Jan. 1 – Dec. 31) 

 

Residence 

 

Age 

 

New Member 

Renewing 

Member 

 

Ventura & S.B. Counties 16 and over $41 $35 $____________ 

Other Locations 16 and over $18 $12 $____________ 

Any Under 16 $18 $12 $____________ 

Voluntary contribution to the Sespe Fly Fishers Conservation Fund          $____________ 

Voluntary contribution to “Trout in the classroom”                                    $____________ 

GRAND TOTAL $____________ 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Chris or Fran May at (805) 984-1267 or chrismay5@msn.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:chrismay5@msn.com?subject=sespe%20renewal


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sespe Flyfishers 
P.O. Box 5127 
Ventura, CA 93005 
 

 

  

 


