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 Sespe Fly Fishers 

MEETING  

November 18, 2009 

TIME:  7:00 p.m. 

PLACE: Senior 
Recreation Center. 

Santa Clara and 
Oak St. Ventura. 

 

UPCOMING  EVENTS 

December  Christmas 

Party 

Wednesday,   

 December 17
th

,  2009 

7:00 PM 

BOARD MEETING  

7:00 PM 

  November 16
th

, at 
Carrow’s Restaurant, 

Seaward and Harbor, 

Ventura 

Outings 

See inside for details! 

 I don‟t know who the person was that said “You can‟t go home 

again”, but the older I get, the more I realize that it is a very wise 

saying.  It applies to far more locations than just “home” too.  In its 

simplest form I guess it means things don‟t stay the same, they 

change.  My wife and I were reminded of that fact recently when we 

took a trip and revisited some places we had seen before.  We went 

to some new places too fortunately since the old places weren‟t quite 

the same as we remembered them.  That was somewhat of a 

disappointment, but not totally unexpected.  Most of our trips are to 

new vistas, with a few repeat locations thrown in.  Neither of us quite 

understands the charm of going to the same vacation place over and 

over each year.  Somehow “new” seems more exciting to us. 

The same applies to me and my fishing trips.  I am much more 

attracted to a new adventure as opposed to repeating an old one.  I 

have this unreasonable dread that if a trip was really good, I‟ll be 

disappointed if I try to repeat it.  My trips to the Bighorn and Belize 

come to mind.  Like all rules, there are exceptions however.  I can 

keep repeating the float tube experience on Hebgen Lake near 

Yellowstone.  Somehow those big rainbows and browns keep 

drawing me back.  Maybe it is because I have confidence that I can 

catch them.  Now that I think about it as I write this, I‟m reconsidering 

going back to the Bighorn and Belize. 

 Be sure and read the announcement in this newsletter about the 

Club‟s Christmas Party.  Chuck and Marcia Colwell have another 

great event planned.  Circle the date on your calendar.  It is the night 

of our regular December meeting.  You know how to remember the 

club meeting dates don‟t you.  The club meets on the first 

Wednesday after the second Thursday each month.  Easy, huh?       

Paul 

 

Presidentôs Message          November 2009 

 

Program 
  

Skip Morris  

ñFishing the 

Surface of a 

Trout Lakeò 

 

http://www.sespeflyfishers.org/


 

Speaker of the Month 
 
 Fishing the Surface of a Trout Lake 

with Skip Morris  
  
 The program we will see this month, while 
great for lake, reservoir and pond fishing, can also 
be applied to very slow moving spring creeks and 
pools in rivers.  The presentation is titled “Fishing 
the Surface of a Trout Lakeò, which is both 
educational and entertaining.  Skip Morris will 
show us how to fish to trout rising to both adult 
flies on the surface and to emerging nymphs and 
pupae just under the surface.  We will learn the best techniques, the best tackle (including rods, lines, 
leaders and flies), the best casts and presentations.  We'll also learn the times and places trout in lakes 
take insects at or near the surface. 
 "Multi-talented" is one word that describes Skip.  He's well known as a writer, instructor and fly 
tier, and also as a rod-builder and designer.  So far, Skip has published 11 books and is the host of 
seven DVDs and videos.  
 Other words to describe him include "entertaining" and "expert."  Skip has conducted clinics, 
shown slide programs and delivered lectures for clubs and sportsmen's shows around the world.  And 
every time he appears, people are enthusiastic about bringing him back to see and hear another of his 
presentations.  In fact, this is the third appearance Skip has made to our clubs in the last 14 years. 
 He has written for all the major fly fishing magazines and general sporting magazines, as well as 
being interviewed by Departures and Business Week.  His books include Fly Tying Made Clear and 
Simple, Fly Fishing Trout Lakes with Morris and Chan, and the newest, Trout Flies for Rivers.  
 Skip was the winner three years in a row of the Federation of Fly Fishers fly tying competition and 
his innovative fly patterns are tied and distributed around the globe.  
 Skip has a B.A. in English with a minor in biology from Central Washington University and has 
worked as a musician and college guitar instructor.  Skip resides in Port Ludlow, Washington, with his 
wife Carol, who is not only a fly fisher, photographer and book illustrator, but also a veterinarian.  We are 
fortunate that Carol with be with Skip during his SoCal visit. 
 Let‟s hear from Skip about his presentation: 
 
 ñTrout lakes are sadly misunderstood, and they represent a whole world of fly fishing that too 
many anglers, either through unfamiliarity or uncertainty, are missing.  And if those anglers do discover 
lakes, they are often guided straight into deep-water techniques.  This show takes you patiently by the 
hand and guides you through the techniques, tackle and flies that catch trout feeding in the top layer of a 
lake.  Here you will learn about lake entomology, the intricacies of chasing and catching path-rising trout, 
when to expect surface feeding and a great deal more.ò 
 
  So if you want to become better at creek, pond or lake fishing, don't miss this month's show!  If 
you would like to see more about Skip and what he‟s doing, go to his website: <www.skip-morris-fly-
tying.com>     

 
 

 

http://www.blogger.com/profile/13378750920100329693
http://www.blogger.com/profile/13378750920100329693


  

Sespe Flyfishers Board of Directors 
 

PRESIDENT      
Paul Wilson      482-7443 
 

VICE PRESIDENT  
Dennis Harper: 650-1708 
 

SECRETARY  
Gary Bulla:      933-1367 
 

TREASURER  
Carl Rhoads:     644-0940 

 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Ulrich:     646-6496 
Frances Smith: 647-3522 
John Dugan:     646-6898 
 

2010 Speaker Schedule*  
January  Carl (Boomer) Stout  ñGreen Riverò 
February Steve Cooper  ñBronze Back Feverò 

March   
April  Ken Iwamasa  ñFly Fishing Coloradoò 
May  Dave McCoy  ñFly Fishing Washington Stateò 
June  Terry Gunn   ñThe New Leeôs Ferryò 
July  Ed Engle   “Catching Difficult Trout” 
August  
September  
October Mike St.Clair “Bamboo Rods – Their History and Influence on Fly Fishing” 
November Jeff Bright   “Fly Fishing the Skeena River System,” 
*Speakers and programs subject to change without notice. Check the news letter each month.  
 

From Our Fly Tying Chairman 

Bob Smith   
Fly Tying for November 
 
At our Fly Tying session for this month we will continue learning to tie the nymph.  Bill will show us 
how to tie several important and productive patterns, so bring your tools and enjoy. 
 
Remember, we now meet at the Senior Rec Center, Oak and Santa Clara (same place as our regular 
program meetings), 7:00 PM, November 23rd (4th Monday).  
     
 
 

 

 

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
 

Conservation – Dennis Harper   650-1708 
Membership - Chris & Frances May  984-1267 
Newsletter –Earl Arnold:    701-1239 
Programs - Gary Bulla:    933-1367 
Raffles – John Dugan:    646-6898 
Refreshments - Jeff Herford:   658-0829 
Outings - Jeff Hereford:    658-0829 
Web Site –Steve Schalla:   642-5898 
Auction - Frances Smith:    647-3522 
Fly Tying -Bob Smith:    647-3522 
Trout in the Classroom – Kent Houston  649-4716 
 

 



 

Tight Lines by Drew Madrigal   

 

 

 

Should I Tie My Own Flies? 
 
My answer is maybe. If you like to tinker (adjust a pattern) or wish you could get a hold of that new 

pattern you just saw in an article but it is not yet on the market, maybe you should take up fly tying. 

For me I started tying flies just to expand the enjoyment of fly fishing. In my first tying kit was a 64-

page pamphlet, “Practical Flies and Their Constructionò by Lacey Gee and Erwin Sias. In this 

pamphlet were the following quotes: 

 

“(The) Main fault with most trout flies on the market today is the fact they have too much stuff tied on 

them. Too many hackles ruin the action of any fly, wet or dry, the reason being that bulky hackles do 

not get a chance to work properly because they get in each other‟s way. There are only a few legs on 

a live nymph, so it follows there should be only a few hackles- which resemble legs- on the artificial 

nymph. A nymph, when swimming, generally uses its tail with the legs trailing alongside. There is a 

sort of fluttering motion to these legs.” 

 

“Tie „em thin and your luck will begin.” 

 

“All commercial flies, regardless of type, are tied first to catch fishermen. We know this to be a fact, as 

we have tried to sell the flies we use to catch fish, only to have them gather dust on the store 

counters and bring comments from customers (who didn‟t know their trout files) about the “ratty 

looking” specimens on sale. So we took the same flies, dressed them up by putting some superfluous 

material on the hook, and they sold out in a hurry.” 

 

So as the saying sorta goes, “I tie my own flies for the reasons cited above, that‟s my story and I am 

sticking to it (so I can justify the piles of materials I have accumulated over the years).” 

 

The best way to learn fly tying is to participate in tying classes where you learn the basic techniques 

and thread handling. If I were to select one tying reference I would get a copy of “Trout Flies, The 

Tierôs Referenceò by Dave Hughes. This is my favorite single reference. I agree with Jim Butler, 

editor of Fly Rod and Reel, when he states, “If I can‟t have Dave Hughes at my shoulder while I‟m 

tying (or while I‟m fishing, for there‟s valuable onstream advice here, too), I‟ll take a copy of Trout 

Flies and be a better tier and angler.” 

 

If all else fails, find a tier who can tie flies to your specifications.  

 

Cheers. 

. 
 



Conservation Highlights  
From Dennis Harper 

 

Sespe Fly Fishers Conservation Notes, Nov 2009 

Steelhead Protection Efforts: 

During July and August this summer, poachers were observed fishing for steelhead on the Ventura 

River. In spite of warnings, some persisted and were cited for trespassing or illegally fishing for the 

endangered Southern Steelhead. Springs in the area of the confluence with San Antonio Creek and 

the Ventura river maintain year long flow to the mouth of the river and steelhead are present in this 

area. The Tri-County FISH team had gained DFG funds for 13 no-fishing signs that were placed at 

strategic locations in Ventura County. However this was not sufficient coverage to adequately inform 

the public that our coastal streams are closed to all fishing and to protect our native steelhead.  

Thanks to Russ Baggerly for taking the lead, Jock Van Dyke and many others who mounted an effort 

to raise funds, make more signs and gain necessary approvals to post the signs. Patagonia, City of 

Ventura, United Water CD, Casitas MWD, National Marine Fisheries Service, and the Matilija Fly 

Fishers contributed funds to the project. The Ojai Valley Land Conservancy has been a leader in 

monitoring the Ventura River and taking action to protect the watershed and the steelhead. The 

above groups and other agencies have encouraged their employees to enter the CalTIP hotline into 

their cell phones and report poachers. All are encouraged to enter the number (888-DFG-CalTIP – 

888-334-2258) into their cell phones. 

In all there are 49 more signs to be posted in Ventura County and additionally we will have gained 

many more eyes on our streams to help protect the steelhead. Hopefully the additional signs will 

result in a significant improvement to the safety of the steelhead. 

 

 



 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sespe Fly Fishers Membership Renewal 
 

Dear Flyfisher, 

Welcome to new members and renewing members alike!  Your membership dues enable the Sespe Fly Fishers 

to continue to provide quality programs, outings, seminars, and to participate in conservation efforts. 

In other words, WE NEED YOU! 

 

Please complete this application and return it along with your membership dues today to the following address: 

 

Sespe Flyfishers 

P.O. Box 5127 

Ventura, CA  93005 

 

Your support is appreciated. 

 

NAME: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Please include names of Family Members that may participle in club functions:  

Family Member: ______________________________________________________ 

Family Member: ______________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________ 

  _______________________________________________________________________ 

  ____________________________________________________________ 

 

HOME PHONE: ______________________________________________________ 

WORK PHONE: ________________________________________________________________ 

E-MAIL:  ______________________________________________________ 

 

Please indicate if you are a member of the  Federation of  Fly Fishers (FFF)  

  Yes     No 

Annual Family Membership Dues (Jan. 1 – Dec. 31) 

 

Residence 

 

Age 

 

New Member 

Renewing 

Member 

 

Ventura & S.B. Counties 16 and over $41 $35 $____________ 

Other Locations 16 and over $18 $12 $____________ 

Any Under 16 $18 $12 $____________ 

Voluntary contribution to the Sespe Fly Fishers Conservation Fund          $____________ 

Voluntary contribution to “Trout in the classroom”                                    $____________ 

GRAND TOTAL $____________ 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Chris or Fran May at (805) 984-1267 or chrismay5@msn.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:chrismay5@msn.com?subject=sespe%20renewal


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sespe Flyfishers 
P.O. Box 5127 
Ventura, CA 93005 
 

 

  

 


