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 Sespe Fly Fishers 

MEETING  

February 17, 2010 

TIME:  7:00 p.m. 

PLACE: Senior 
Recreation Center.  

Santa Clara and 
Oak St. Ventura.  

 

UPCOMING   EVENTS 

Annual Auction 

Wednesday,   

 March 17
th
,  2010 

6:00 PM 

BOARD MEETING  

7:00 PM 

  February 15
th
, at 

Carrowôs Restaurant, 
Seaward and Harbor, 

Ventura 

Outings 

Owens River, 

Surf fishing, 

Casting Clinic  

See inside for details! 

From the Editor;  
 
Paul is on Vacation for a while, I guess you go on vacation when 

youôre retired?  

 Anyway I wanted to take this opportunity to plug my fishing class!  If 

you know of anyone who would like to learn how to fly fish we still 

have room for 4 more students. Contact Ventura College Community 

Education at 654-6459 or go on line at 

http://www.communityed.venturacollege.edu. Weôre under 

ñIntroduction to Fly Fishingò. 

Auction Auction!  

Get your auction Items and requests to Francis Smith and save your 

money for next monthôs great auction. See you there. 

2nd Annual Tree Planting.  

We are going out Saturday the 13th to plant trees along the Ventura 

River and help to restore an historic steel head spawning stream. All 

to honor our own Yvon Chouinard for all support he has given the 

club over the years. Thanks Yvon. 

Bronze Back Fever.  

If youôve never caught a small mouth bass on a fly you are missing 

the greatest fight pound for pound of any fresh water fish. This should 

be a great program. Did you know the lower Kern River has a nice 

population of small mouth bass? 

New Members. 

We stuck a red dot on the new members name tags so us old guys 

will know that itôs not Alzheimerôs, we really are meeting someone 

new. So bid them welcome and talk fishing and make them feel at 

ease. 

See you at the meeting. 

Earl 

 

Preside n tôs Message          February 201 0  

 

Program 

 

Steve Cooper 

 ñBronze Back 

Feverò 

 

http://www.sespeflyfishers.org/
http://www.communityed.venturacollege.edu/


 

 

AUCTION! AUCTION! AUCTION!  
Sespe Fly Fishers Annual Auction 

March 17, 2010, 6:00 P.M. 

(Regular Meeting Night) 
 

Our main fund-raising event of the year is just around the corner.  It is your chance to 
obtain a much desired fly fishing item and support your club at the same time.  The 
proceeds from the auction represent about half of our annual income.  The money we 

get from our annual auction, and from our dues, is what allows us to present the 
programs that we all enjoy so much.  Please plan to be thereébring a friendéand 
your checkbook or credit card! 
 
We need donations of all types.  Donating an item(s) is an opportunity for you to 
support your club in a way that does not require the commitment of time that many of 
us are not able to give.  Extra gear? Services? Flies? Jewelry? Etc? What have you 
got? 
 
Please contact Frances if you have any item(s) to donate, her number is 647-3522. 
 
 

SEE YOU AT THE AUCTION ON MARCH 17
TH

,  AT 6 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Speaker of the Month 
Steve Cooper 

Bronze Back Fever 
 Our February meeting will feature a road less 
traveled in search of what many fly fishers identify as ñthe 
most overlooked game fish in the Westò -- smallmouth 
bass.  These same fishers will tell you that, pound for 
pound, smallmouths are more powerful and vigorous than 
trout.  Our speaker has guided for, and knows well, both 
species.   
 Steve Cooper was born and raised in Stockton, 
California, where he lives today with his wife and youngest 
son.  Growing up in a fishing family, his passion for angling 
began at a very early age as his father, Carl, helped 
pioneer the Monterey Bay blue shark fishery in the early 
sixties.  After high school, Steve attended San Joaquin 
Delta College in Stockton and earned a degree in Early 
Childhood Education.   
 A fly fisher at heart, Steve began to develop 
saltwater fly fishing strategies and, by the mid-eighties, 
owned his own boat and was guiding for a number of off-shore species.  Steve's reputation as a guide 
and knowledge of the central coast salt water fishing scene earned him a spot on the Budweiser 
national fishing team, and attracted national sponsors such as Sea Ray boats and Mercury out-board 
motors.  Major sponsorships gave Steve the opportunity to present his slide shows and seminars 
through out California. 
 Currently, Steve devotes most of his summers to exploring the West's largely undiscovered 
smallmouth bass fisheries.  The pursuit of this fabulous game fish has often led Steve down roads 
less traveled to rivers most often overlooked by the general angling population.  He focuses on the 
exciting Grande Ronde River in Washington (a tributary of the Snake River) that flows through both 
Washington and Oregon, the Umpqua in Oregon and even stillwaters in northern California    
 Steveôs program, Bronze Back Fever, documents the trials, tribulations, sense of adventure 
and learning curve he has followed when pursuing and catching the powerful small mouth bass.  
Steve is the owner/operator and head guide for The High Plain's Drifters Guide Service. 

 
 

  



 
  

Sespe Flyfishers Board of Directors 
 

PRESIDENT      
Paul Wilson      482-7443 
 

VICE PRESIDENT  
Dennis Harper: 650-1708 
 

SECRETARY  
Gary Bulla:      933-1367 
 

TREASURER  
Carl Rhoads:     644-0940 

 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Ulrich:     646-6496 
Frances Smith: 647-3522 
John Dugan:     646-6898 
 
 

2010 Speaker Schedule*  
March  Annual Auction ñBring Your Check Bookò 
April  Ken Iwamasa  ñFly Fishing Coloradoò 
May  Dave McCoy  ñFly Fishing Washington Stateò 
June  Terry Gunn   ñThe New Leeôs Ferryò 
July  Ed Engle   ñCatching Difficult Troutò 
August  
September Annual Picnic ñFood, Friends and Funò 
October Mike St.Clair  ñBamboo Rods ï Their History and Influence on Fly Fishingò 
November Jeff Bright   ñFly Fishing the Skeena River System,ò 
*Speakers and programs subject to change without notice. Check the news letter each month.  
 

From Our Fly Tying Chairman 

Bob Smith   
Fly Tying for February 

  

Fly Tying this month is on Monday, February 22th (4th Monday) at the Senior Rec Center, Santa Clara 
and Oak, at 7:00 PM.  Bill is going to talk to us about tying a ñtransitionalò stonefly and recycling 
leftover materials so bring your tools (and a few bucks to help pay for the room) and plan to be there.  
 
Remember, we now meet at the Senior Rec Center, Oak and Santa Clara (same place as our regular 
program meetings), 7:00 PM, February 22, (4th Monday).  
     
 
 

 

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
 

Conservation ï Dennis Harper   650-1708 
Membership - Chris & Frances May  984-1267 
Newsletter ïEarl Arnold:    701-1239 
Programs - Gary Bulla:    933-1367 
Raffles ï Joe Joines:    832-4218 
Refreshments - Jeff Herford:   658-0829 
Outings - Jeff Hereford:    658-0829 
Web Site ïSteve Schalla:   642-5898 
Auction - Frances Smith:    647-3522 
Fly Tying -Bob Smith:    647-3522 
Trout in the Classroom ï Kent Houston  649-4716 
 

 



Outings 
From Jeff Herford  
                       

FROM THE OUTING CHAIRMAN  

 

  The following is a proposal for the coming three months. Request members review and 

offer any additional recommendations. As opportunities arise and club interest dictate, 

outing scheduled will change and hopefully a dynamic outing program will evolve. We 

need your inputs and willingness to host an outing that you may be interested in. I will be 

more than willing to assist in coordinating any trips that you may have an interest in. 

  In addition to announcing planned outing via the monthly newsletter I will be using e-

mail to communicate with members. This will allow me to keep members informed and 

facilitate communicating last minute changes to the outing schedule. Initially I will use the 

membership directory to create a group e-mail group. If your e-mail address is not in the 

directory and you desire to be included in the group e-mail let me know and I will add you 

to the list.        
 

 

OUTINGS PLANNED FOR THE NEXT THREE MONTHS  
MONTH             LOCATION                                               HOST 
18 ï 21 Feb        Lower Owens                                       Jeff 
 
Planning a rematch on the Lower Owens. I plan on leaving 18 Feb and fishing the Warm Spring Rd 
section of the Lower Owens that p.m. and depending on conditions fishing both the Upper and Lower 
Owens the next few days. I will be staying at the El Rancho. 
  
15 Feb (Presidentôs Day) Surf outing (dependent on size of surf) at 7:30 a.m. meet at first seawall 
north of Emma Wood state park. There are steps leading down to the beach at the south end of the 
seawall. 
 
Mar Planning another outing to the E. Sierra date TBA.   
 

1 May Bob Smith will be hosting our annual casting clinic at Venturaôs Hobart Park starting at 9:00 
a.m.  
      

15 May Sespe Creek, Depending on this yearôs rainfall Earl Arnold will be hosting an outing to ñthe 
corralò, an easy 45 min. hike to his favorite place to fish.         
 

 Jeff Hereford 

1227 Seafarer St 

Ventura Ca 93001 

805-658-0829 cell 805-701-4004 

jehmah@msn.com  

  
 

 

mailto:jehmah@msn.com


Conservation 
From our conservation chairman 

Dennis Harper 

Sespe Fly Fishers Conservation Notes, Feb 2010 
Sespe Club Tree Planting 
The Sespe Fly Fishing Club will donate and plant trees on the Ojai Valley Land Conservancy (OVLC) 

Rice Creek restoration site on Saturday, Feb 13, 2010. The project is being coordinated with Rick 

Bisaccia of OVLC and Chris Lima, with the CA Conservation Corps (CCC) who will provide direction 

on proper planting procedures. We have 10 volunteers for the work party. 

 

This site is being restored on the OVLC land by a CA grant to the CCC to remove arundo and re-

introduce Rice Creek into its natural creek bed and confluence with the Ventura River and to abandon 

the old orange orchard. The arundo has been removed, mulched and treated in the planting area. 

The creek was channelized years ago when an orange orchard was planted and the creek diverted 

around the orchard. This ties into the overall project by the Ojai Valley Land Conservancy to restore 

this area of the Ventura River riparian zone. Rice Creek was a steelhead spawning stream prior to the 

orchard. The grant also provides funds for a watering program for the trees for the first year. This will 

help the small trees get established. 

 

Matilija Dam Removal Status 

Recently Ventura County Public Works and the Army Corps of Engineers presented a very different 

project plan to remove Matilija Dam. This proposal would move the collected 6 million tons of sand 

upstream above the dam. Most of the coarse sand would be moved further upstream and would be 

allowed to eventually flow downstream to the river mouth. However the 2 million tons of fine 

sediments would be trucked upstream about 2 miles, deposited on the river side, enclosed by a 

mixture of soil and cement and permanently stored above the dam. This is a very complex 

recommendation that involves building a new concrete structure in the river plain, modification of the 

upstream river and impacts to the restoration of the natural processes of the river. 

This proposal is a significant change from the plans approved by the Feasibility Study and through 

CEQA/NEPA review and should be assessed to determine if it meets the Ecosystem Restoration 

Project objectives. It is currently under review by all stakeholders. The Sespe Fly Fishers are 

members of the Matilija Coalition.  

 

2009 Ventura River Steelhead Migration 

The Casitas Municipal Water District presented a summary of steelhead migration in the area of the 

Robles Fish ladder and Diversion Facility. No adult steelhead were observed migrating over the 

facility in 2009. A total of 807 smolts were counted in the Robles Facility area. Most of the smolts 

were detected in the March to May period, with May the peak month. Last year only one month had 

sufficient water flow to provide connected flow from the Robles Facility to the mouth. Smolts unable to 

migrate downstream from the Robles Facility due to low or no flow do not survive.  

At low flow, the river goes underground a short distance below the Robles Facility. Springs in the 

Casitas Springs area and San Antonio Creek provide sufficient water to flow from there to the mouth 

of the river. 

As of last week, no adult fish have been seen thus far in 2010. 



 

Trout in the Classroom 
From Kent Houston 

 

We have our applications from the Fish & Game to proceed with another year of the Trout in the 

Classroom Project.  The eggs are due near the 1st of March, and hopefully some club members can 

help deliver them to the schools.  This is a huge help to us, and that way it is during class time and 

the students can see them arrive.  I have a summer place on the Madison between Ennis and West 

Yellowstone, with a lots of beer and a little advice on the fishing. Anyone is welcome to both, we love 

visitors! 

Sincerely, Kent Houston    406-682-4790 or camille.houston@yahoo.com 

 

Membership 
From Chris May 

2010 membership renewal is underway and we have set a goal of completing the task by April 1.  As 

an incentive to renew early, we are offering those who renew on or before our February general 

meeting 5 raffle tickets.  This amounts to a $5 savings!!!   A record of those that renew early will 

be kept so that you can claim your tickets at a later meeting if you do not attend the February 

meeting.  A renewal form is included in the newsletter.  Please fill the form out completely so that we 

have your current contact information.  It is also important to list members of your family that may 

partake in any of our outings, as this is a requirement of our insurance carrier.  Additionally, please be 

sure to indicate whether you are a member of the Federation of Fly Fishers 

You can also help support our various activities by contributing to our Conservation Fund or our Trout 

in the Classroom Fund.  The Ty Stork Memorial Trout in the Classroom Fund was established this 

year to further support the endeavor that Ty was so supportive of.  Thanks to all of you that have 

already contributed to these funds. 

For further information please contact our Membership Chairman, Chris May at 984-1267 or 

chrismay5@msn.com 

New Members 
Several new members have recently joined the Sespe Fly Fishers!!  To help identify the new 
members, a red dot has been placed on their badges.  Please make them feel at home by introducing 
yourself and welcoming them to our club. 

Colleen Newkirk 
Mark Evans 
Travis Napolitan  
Chris C DeBaca 
Scott Newbern 
Devlin and Teri Raley 
John Kingsley 

mailto:camille.houston@yahoo.com
mailto:chrismay5@msn.com


Tight Lines by Drew Madrigal   

        
 

Sid Gordon and Gary LaFontaine were my favorite authors because they did not allow themselves to 

be bound by orthodoxy. Further, they were confident enough to rely on their powers of observation 

and problem solving to become better fly fishers and shared that information with us. If it seems I 

lionize these fellows, you are right. I am sorry they are no longer around. Following in their tradition I 

am particularly impressed by the efforts of Ralph and Lisa Cutter. Their DVD, ñBugs of the 

Underworld: A Flyfishersôs Guide to the Natural History of Aquatic Insectsò is a generous gift.  This is 

a major contribution to seeing how bugs look and act in the water. Also, the DVD provides many 

insights regarding where and how to fish your bug imitations. Do yourself a huge favor and view this 

DVD. The vigorous undulating of a midge swimming to the surface and the double image of an 

emerging midge in the waterôs mirror are fascinating. To support the efforts of the Cutters, please visit 

their website, www.flyline.com.  This site not only offers the DVD for sale but also Cutterôs book ñFish 

Foodò which covers bugs, their imitations and how to fish them. Between the DVD and this book you 

will learn a great deal and give yourself a big advantage for catching more trout.   

 

The website is much more than just another retail site. The Cutterôs not only offer flies for sale but 

also provide the materials list for each pattern. In addition to the pattern recipes many of Ralph 

Cutterôs articles are available and if you are not familiar with his writings you should read some, he 

provides a great deal of information. His article on and pattern for snails is interesting. The photo of a 

snail floating at the waterôs surface is striking. For nymph fisherman, his article regarding the gas 

bubbles on nymphs is also provided and the reason I now carry Frogôs Fanny dessicant (crystals) in 

my tackle bag. 

 

If the foregoing is not enough for visiting the site consider this, the site provides a link to another on-

line vendor who offers chemically sharpened hooks for $6.99 per hundred. If these hooks are any 

good they represent a real bargain in fly hooks. 

 

I remember a top fly fisherman in our club who stated, ñI am not buying any more books on fishing.ò 

This was a curious comment. Knowing that he read and fished extensively I was puzzled. Why would 

anyone stop learning more about fishing? Perhaps he was like the famous Catskill angler who only 

fished three surface flies and landed plenty of fish and so wanted to concentrate on his fish sighting 

and presentation skills. Fishing information is so much more interesting than many other pursuits that 

I do not believe I will ever quit reading, observing, and fishing. Ultimately it may be that I want to be a 

trout hunter much as described in a book of the same title by Rene Harrop of Idaho. 

 

   

Keep fishing, keep learning 

Drew

http://www.flyline.com/


 


