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 Sespe Fly Fishers 

MEETING  

June 16, 2010 

TIME:  7:00 p.m. 

PLACE: Senior 
Recreation Center.  

Santa Clara and 
Oak St. Ventura.  

 

UPCOMING   EVENTS 

Ed Engle 

 ñCatching Difficult 

Troutò 

Wednesday,   

 July 14
th
,  2010 

7:00 PM 

BOARD MEETING  

7:00 PM 

  June 14
th
, at Carrowôs 

Restaurant, Seaward 

and Harbor, Ventura 

Outings 

See inside for details! 

 It was all going according to plan.  Chuck Colwell was to pick me up at 

0445. Other than a slight U-turn detour to find my house (we had eliminated the 

trees Chuck used for landmarks) we arrived at Jeff Herefordôs house right on-time 

for a 0510 departure.  We were on-time even after I steered Chuck wrong getting 

there since things look different in the dark.  The goal was to rendezvous with the 

rest of the Club outing participants at the Frazier Park Flying J at 0630.  I left the 

passenger-side door open and got out to gab with Jeff.  Chuck was outside the 

driverôs door trying to master the remote control for his Jeep SUV, attempting to 

open the hatch.  I saw the open door and proceeded to close it.  Just as I let go, 

Chuck yelled ñDonôtò.  Too late.  Chuckôs next words were ñCall Triple Aò.  An hour 

later, we were on our way.  Lacking cell phone numbers for any of the members of 

the rest of the expedition, we waited for the inevitable call from the assembled 

group asking where we were.  At the 2000 foot level on our climb up the grade, the 

call came from Bruce Hunter.  We filled him in on the details, met the group in the 

parking lot and set off in seven vehicles to the goal, the Tejon Ranch Lake. 

While waiting for the Triple-A guy, I couldnôt help thinking about the discussions we 

had at last monthôs club meeting about those times we have all experienced when 

it is ñjust one of those days.ò  Most of us have had them, and if you havenôt, and 

fish long enough, you will.  Things start off on the wrong foot and never get better.  

The leader and line tangle, the knots wonôt tie, the brush grabs the fly, etc., etc., 

etc.  At that meeting, John Kingsley reported on his experience at the One-Fly Surf 

outing.  He arrived early and promptly locked his keys in the car.  He had a great 

day though.  I was hoping our day would be like Johnôs.  Happily, it was.  It was a 

superb outing.  The weather was great, the bass and blue-gill were cooperative 

and a catfish even tried to eat Jeffôs fin.  Bob Smith was one of the first to launch is 

float-tube and he immediately got a fish on the cricket pattern Bill Blackstone 

taught at last monthôs tying class.  (See ï those flies Bill shares with us work).  The 

only thing we question ourselves on is why we waited so long to do this since the 

last time.  Our thanks to Bob Gallagher who hosted the outing.  His friend and our 

guide, Russ Gable had shade awnings, chairs and even a portable toilet.  The only 

complaint I heard was from John Dugan who wondered where the hammock was 

for his afternoon nap.  I am happy to report that Chuck was not the victim of mob 

violence for creating the delay, after all, if it wasnôt for Chuck, the day may never 

have happened.  It was Chuck who asked about a Tejon Ranch outing a few 

months ago at a club meeting.  I asked Bob, and he took it from there.  We wonôt 

wait so long to do it again. 

 

Lessons learned:  Carry a spare key, have cell-phone numbers of others in the 

party and listen to Bob on the flies to use. 

 

We will have a short business meeting at the June meeting to elect the club officers 

for the coming year.  Terry Gunn of Leeôs Ferry is our speaker.  At 7:00 p.m. our 

own Earl Arnold will be tying the flies Terry recommends for Leeôs Ferry.  Thatôs 

another great outing destination.  See ya!  Paul 
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Program 

 
Terry Gunn  

ñThe New Leeôs 

Ferryò 
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Speaker of the Month 
Terry Gunn 

The New Lees Ferry 

  

Lees Ferry is the section of the Colorado River below Glen Canyon 

Dam, and the entrance to the Grand Canyon. The 16-mile stretch of gin-

clear river courses through the last free flowing remnant of Glen Canyon 

and is world renowned for its spectacular beauty and great trout fishing. 

This year-round Arizona trout fishery fell on hard times in 2000 as the 

"great western drought" caused Lake Powell to drop to less than a third 

of capacity. In recent years normal snowfall has returned to the Rockies and Lake Powell has risen 

considerably. Anglers from around the country are once again putting Lees Ferry on the map as a 

most desirable destination.    

 Terry Gunn first fished Lees Ferry in the early 80s and has been a full time fishing guide there 

since 1983. He started Lees Ferry Anglers Fly Shop in 1989 and is a recognized fly fishing expert, 

author, photographer and speaker, having fished almost everywhere in the world in both fresh and 

saltwater. In addition to Terry starting Lees Ferry Anglers, in1986 he had co-founded Crystal Creek 

Lodge, considered by many to be one of Alaska's finest fly-out fishing lodges. He also started Baja 

Anglers, a fly fishing charter boat operation and retail store in Cabo San Lucas, Mexico. Terry is a 

consultant and advisor to several leading manufacturers of fly fishing equipment and fishing lodges. 

He has held or holds 10 International Game Fish Association world records, all on fly rods both fresh 

and saltwater. 

 Terry was born and raised on a farm in Oklahoma. When not working on the farm he was 

always fishing in one of the local creeks, rivers or ponds. His grandfather, Troy Holsted, was a 

devoted fan of Zane Grey and decided in the 1930's that if Zane Grey was a fly fisherman, then Troy 

Holsted should be a fly fisherman. In the 1960's, he built a cabin in Taylor Park, Colorado and Terry 

spent his early years walking the high mountain streams watching his fly fishing mentor cast a 

Montague cane fly rod to rising fish. Today Terry still walks the same streams casting that same rod, 

except now Terry is followed by his own nine-year-old son, Troy. 

 Terry's wildlife and fly fishing photographs have appeared in most all of the outdoor magazines 

as well as books, journals, newspapers, calendars and brochures. He is a recognized author and has 

published many technical as well as destination fly fishing articles for several magazines and is on the 

masthead of Fly Fisherman and Fish Alaska magazines as Contributing Photographer. 

 Terry and his wife Wendy were the co-hosts of Fly Fish Television Magazine, an educational 

fly fishing show that has aired on Fox Sports National and International, the Outdoor Channel and on 

the Outdoor Life Network. They also have two videos, Introduction to Fly Fishing and  Introduction to 

Fly Casting. Terry was the photography host for the television series, America's Outdoor Journal. In 

addition he has appeared on scores of other fly fishing shows, including In search of Fly Waters, Fly 

Fishing the World, Fly Fishing America, Fishing the West, and Fly Fishing Video Magazine. Terry and 

his wife Wendy competed in the first ESPN Great Outdoor Games in Lake Placid, NY. 

 Terry Gunn is the owner of Lees Ferry Anglers Fly Shop and Guide Service and Cliff Dwellers 

Lodge in Marble Canyon, AZ where he lives with his wife Wendy and son Troy.  You can check things 

out at:  www.leesferry.com and www.terrygunn.com.  
 

 
 



Sespe Flyfishers Board of Directors 
 

PRESIDENT      
Paul Wilson      482-7443 
 

VICE PRESIDENT  
Dennis Harper: 650-1708 
 

SECRETARY  
Gary Bulla:      933-1367 
 

TREASURER  
Carl Rhoads:     644-0940 

 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Ulrich:     646-6496 
Frances Smith: 647-3522 
John Dugan:     646-6898 
 
 

2010 Speaker Schedule*  
July  Ed Engle   ñCatching Difficult Troutò 

August  

September Annual Picnic ñFood, Friends and Funò 

October Mike St.Clair  ñBamboo Rods ï Their History and Influence on Fly Fishingò 

November Jeff Bright   ñFly Fishing the Skeena River System,ò 

*Speakers and programs subject to change without notice. Check the news letter each month.  

 

From Our Fly Tying Chairman 

Bob Smith   
Our Fly Tying sessions are on óSummer Vacationô and will resume in September. 
We look forward to seeing all of you then and hearing about everyoneôs great fishing experiences.  
     

Operation G.I. Entertainment:  

Dear members a few years ago Wilderness Fly Fishers 
helped me gather music for our troops overseas. Ever since then I have tried to duplicate 
this effort. It has been impossible until now.  In order to send music or DVD to entertain our troops it 
must be to a named member of the armed forces. Now after a long search I have met a source of 
men and women being deployed. Please bring CDs and DVDs to our next meeting of our club.  I will 
deliver them to a local contact. He will packaged and distributed to military 
member deploying  overseas. It is a great way to support our troops and help them through hard 
times. Thank you 
 
John Kingsley 
 

 

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
 

Conservation ï Dennis Harper   650-1708 
Membership - Chris & Frances May  984-1267 
Newsletter ïEarl Arnold:    701-1239 
Programs - Gary Bulla:    933-1367 
Raffles ï Joe Joines:    832-4218 
Refreshments - Jeff Herford:   658-0829 
Outings - Jeff Hereford:    658-0829 
Web Site ïSteve Schalla:   642-5898 
Auction - Frances Smith:    647-3522 
Fly Tying -Bob Smith:    647-3522 
Trout in the Classroom ï Kent Houston  649-4716 
 

 



OUTINGS 
Jeff Hereford 

  

Highlights of the Tejon Bass outing - everyone caught fish, as usual some more than others. I caught 

five bass plus several bluegill which was about average. Bruce on his new pontoon boat did very well. 

Weather was great, no wind and with shade provided was easy to spend the day at the reservior. We 

were on the reservoir about 8:30 (would have been there earlier but Paul Wilson & Chuck Colwell can 

describe how fast AAA can open a Jeep Cherokee when keys are locked inside) and off the water 

around 6:00 pm. There were eleven members and planning on at least two outing to Tejon for next 

spring. 

  
 

Typical Tejon pond bass 

 

 
Bruce on his new boat

 

 
Taking a break in the shade

 

 
Nice Water for Bass

 



 

OUTING REPORT 
Sespe Outing 2010 
Saturday morning May 15 2010, ten brave club members gathered at the Sespe trail head to make 
the arduous 45 minute hike down the trail to the famous ñCorralò. The weather was fantastic. High 
temp for the day as indicated by 
my stream thermometer was 
about 85. Water temp at mid day 
just below the corral was 61. 
Clear bluebird skies and a light 
breeze made it a picture perfect 
day. The wild flowers were 
fantastic and the óno-see-emsô 
were held at bay by the breeze. 
The water was clear and cold and 
held a few of those oh so rare 
jewels, the wild Sespe trout. After 
we reached the jumping off point 
we separated into pairs and 
fished the day away. Even with 
10 of us on the creek I saw only 
one other member besides my 
partner (and wife) Annie. Bruce 
and Jeff hiked downstream 
farther than the rest of us and 
Bruce was the only person I saw on stream.  The fishing was wonderful and the catching was fair. If 
we get another good year of rain this winter the Sespe should fish really well again. As far as I know 
everyone rose a few fish but it was hard to set the hook on a fish thatôs too small to get the whole fly 
in itôs mouth. I think this will be an annual event if the rain cooperates. 
 
 
  

 

The Lupine (left) anf the Scarlet Penstemon ( below) 
were in full glory.

 


