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 Sespe Fly Fishers 

MEETING  

July 15, 2009 

TIME:  7:00 p.m. 

PLACE: Senior Rec. 
Center 

Santa Clara and 
Oak, Ventura 

 

UPCOMING  EVENTS 

August Meeting  

 

Saturday,   

 August  22
th

,  2009 

 PM 

BOARD MEETING  

   August 17
th

, at 

Carrow’s Restaurant, 
Seaward and Harbor, 

Ventura 

Outings 

See inside for details! 

The fact that you are reading this in our regular newsletter format 
means Earl Arnold got his newsletter programs back in order after his 
laptop was stolen a couple of months ago.  We were able to limp 
along with some news distributed by Jeff Hereford, thus keeping the 
most important stuff circulating, but it’s great to be back to normal. 
 
Now is a good time to remember and recognize the dedicated work 
of the folks it takes to maintain a club such as Sespe Fly Fishers.  We 
had our annual election of officers last month and you see them listed 
herein, along with the club’s Committee Chairmen.  These 
individuals, and many others, pull together to make this whole thing 
work.  Most of what these members do is “behind the scenes” effort 
of which we are not aware; until something breaks down.  I, for one, 
am very grateful for all these people who apply their talents to make 
this club a success.  Thank you. 
 
In this same vein of thought, I am very happy to announce that we 
now have a Webmaster for the Club’s internet website.  Steve 
Schalla graciously accepted the responsibility for maintaining the site.  
Steve maintains his own outstanding website; 
http://stevenojai.tripod.com/  
check it out.  For those of us who know him, or attended his 
presentation to the club on the Sierras last summer, know what an 
abundance of talent Steve has.  Thank you Steve. 
 
A couple of months ago, Bob Smith reported that Bill Blackstone’s fly 
tying class was in search of a new home.  The Brooks Institute 
generously provided a conference room since the classes began 
three or so years ago.   The Institute is expanding and needed the 
space for offices, so we were sadly displaced.  The good news is that 
the Senior Rec Center where we hold our monthly meetings is 
available on the requisite Monday nights.  The club will have to pay 
“upkeep” on the room which is just down the hall from where we 
normally meet, so we will be suggesting a nominal donation from the 
class attendees.  Watch for details. 
 
Our annual Club picnic will be on August 22 in the hills behind Santa 
Paula.  Chuck and Marcia Colwell are planning the event.   Please 
note; the picnic is in lieu of our normal monthly meeting.  Watch for 
details and plan to attend.  Paul 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Presidentôs Message                 July 2009 

 

Program  
 

Ken Hanley 

 

ñFly Fishing for 

Bassò 

 

 

http://www.sespeflyfishers.org/
http://stevenojai.tripod.com/


Speaker of the Month 
Fly Fishing for Bass 

with Ken Hanley 
 
  

Ken Hanley 
 
2005 Hall of Fame Inductee, Federation of Fly Fishers (N. California 
Chapter) 
 
Over 14,000 students have taken advantage of Ken’s varied programs both in the field and on the 
water. He’s been in the adventure angling industry since 1970. 
 
He’s the author of seven fly fishing books. He also writes and photographs for both national and 
regional publications in the outdoor industry. Ken has three video/DVD’s celebrating saltwater & 
freshwater adventures. 
 
Ken’s extensive field experience spans the globe; from the highest peaks in Tibet and the Himalaya, 
to the remote wilderness regions of Asia, New Zealand, Mexico, Europe, and North America. From 
panfish to roosterfish, he’s caught over ninety different species of fresh and saltwater gamefish. 
 
He’s on Pro Staff with the following sponsors; SAGE Instructor, SIMMS, RIO Products Intl, Daiichi, 
Renzetti, Umpqua, and Patagonia 
 
If you think bass aren’t as smart as a trout; you’d be incorrect. If you think they’re always easy to 
catch; again, you’d be incorrect. If you believe they’re a great game with fly tackle you’d be right on 
target. Ken’s show will share the excitement and wonder of exploring these great gamefish. From 
seasons and tackle choice, to field techniques and travel opportunities, Ken will dial you into the world 
of largemouth bass. It’s a great place to be with a flyrod! 
 
 

 
 



Sespe Flyfishers Board of Directors 
 

PRESIDENT      
Paul Wilson      482-7443 
 

VICE PRESIDENT  
Dennis Harper: 650-1708 
 

SECRETARY  
Gary Bulla:      933-1367 
 

TREASURER  
Carl Rhoads:     644-0940 

 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Ulrich:     646-6496 
Frances Smith: 647-3522 
John Dugan:     646-6898 
 

2009 Speaker Schedule  
July      Ken Hanley  “Fly Fishing for Bassò 
August     Annual Picnic  At Camp Bartlett on Sisar Creek! 
September     Paul Jenkins ñOn The Ventura Riverò 
October     Trapper Badovinac ñSolitude ï Finding & Fishing Small Western Streamsò 
November     Skip Morris  ñFishing the Surface of a Trout Lakeò 
*Speakers and programs subject to change without notice. Check the news letter each month.  
 

 

 Our Fly Tying Chairman 

Bob Smith                                                                                    

 

Just got finished fishing the Deschutes and is still traveling. See you in the fall. 
 

 

Outings 

Our Annual picnic will be the outing and meeting for August. This year’s picnic will be at Camp 

Bartlett on Sisar Creek in the hills above Santa Paula. Gary Bulla has arranged for us to use the 

historic and rustic community building where he lives. Bill Blackstone is cooking, Chuck and Marcia 

are planning, and I’m looking forward to Bob Smith’s casting challenges and games as well as the 

possibility that there are some little natives in the creek! Watch your e-mail for more information as it 

develops.  

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
 

Conservation – Dennis Harper   650-1708 
Membership - Chris & Frances May  984-1267 
Newsletter –Earl Arnold:    701-1239 
Programs - Gary Bulla:    933-1367 
Raffles – John Dugan:    646-6898 
Refreshments - Jeff Herford:   658-0829 
Outings - Jeff Hereford:    658-0829 
Web Site –Steve Schalla:   642-5898 
Auction - Frances Smith:    647-3522 
Fly Tying -Bob Smith:    647-3522 
Trout In The Classroom – Kent Houston  649-4716 

 



Sespe Fly Fishers 
        

Picnic 
 

Pot Luck, Raffle and Games 
 

 

Date  Saturday August 22, 2008 
 
Place  Camp Bartlett (directions to be announced) 
 
Time  3 pm  
 
Who  All members, spouses/friends and kids 
 
Bring your fly rod and test/improve your skills. 
 
The Club will provide charcoal, sliced tri-tip roast for adults, hot dogs for kids (buns and fixings), garlic 
bread ingredients (members to do the cooking), salsa, plates, napkins, cups and utensils. 
 
What to bring 
Your own ice chest with beverages (wine and beer are OK), and 
 
if your last name begins with…       
 P - Z  bring dessert for 10 people     
 A - D  bring appetizer for 10 people 
 E - O  bring salad for 10 people 
 
Fee - $5 per adult (if RSVP and fee paid by Aug 1st - $7 per adult after Aug 1st) 

Please pay by cash or check at the July Club meeting, or mail check to Carl Rhoads, 
Treasurer. 
 
Make checks payable to Sespe Fly Fishers.  

 
 
 
 

RSVP to Chuck and Marcia Colwell 
805 987-5474 

e-mail: crc4411@verizon.net 
 

 

 

  

mailto:crc4411@verizon.net


 

CONSERVATION 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------  
This article was sent to you by someone who found it on SFGate. 

The original article can be found on SFGate.com here: 
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi -bin/article.cgi?file=/c/a/2009/07/05/MNCU188EDD.DTL 
 ---------------------------------------------------------------------  

Sunday, July 5, 2009 (SF Chronicle) 

Warning on trout hatcheries could force changes 

Peter Fimrite, Chronicle Staff Writer  

 
 
  Hatchery-raised steelhead trout pass on genetic defects that hamper survival of even their wild -born 

offspring, according to a study that biologists say could lead to a radical shift in the way salmon 
breeding programs operate on the West Coast. 
  The recent Oregon State University study found that even hatchery fish whose parents were wild 

develop and pass on genetic defects severe enough to hamper the reproductive ability of their 
offspring. The implication, scientists said, is that hatchery programs for all  salmonid species, including 
steelhead, chinook and coho, could actually be harming the natural balance and contrib uting to the 

demise of the once plentiful salmon runs in California, Oregon and Washington. 
  "Past studies have always suggested that hatchery-produced fish are of lesser quality, but this study 
shows it is more disturbing than we thought," said Tina Swanson, a fishery scientist and the 

executive director of the Bay Institute. "This is the clearest indication that hatchery-produced fish can 
actually harm wild stocks. It underscores my suspicion that hatcheries are not the solution."  

  The issue is critically important to biologists, fishermen and water managers in California, where the 
commercial salmon fishing season was shut down for a second straight year  after another paltry 
return of spawning fall run chinook. 

  The Sacramento-San Joaquin River fall run is historically the largest run of salmon on the West 
Coast and the vast majority of those fish are mass produced in hatcheries. Scientists point to a host 
of environmental and habitat problems,  including a warming ocean, for the decline. A biological 

review this month  by the National Marine Fisheries Service placed much of the blame on diversions 
by the state and fed eral water systems. Hatcheries, though, have always been seen as part of the 
solution. The Oregon study released in June shows that they may instead be part of the  

problem. 
  Michael Blouin, a professor of zoology at Oregon State and the lead author of the study, said the 
genetic fingerprints of three generations of wild and hatchery-raised fish from Oregon's Hood River, 

in the Columbia River system, were studied for how well t hey reproduced in the wild. The analysis 
involved genetic data on thousands of fish dating back to 1991. On average, he said, the offspring of 
two hatchery-reared steelhead were only 37 percent as reproductively fit as fish whose parents were 

both wild. The fish with two hatchery parent s were 87 percent as fit as the offspring of one w ild 
parent and one hatchery parent.  These differences were detectable even after a full generation of 
natural selection in the wild, Blouin said. "What's surprising is how poorly the first generation of fish 

do," Blouin said. "There's a rapid decline in the fitness of those fish when they go out and spawn in 
the wild."  The results are important because until now most biologists thought  genetic problems 

developed over several generations and only in hatcheries that were lax in their efforts to ensure 
genetic variability. But the Hood River hatchery is used for conservation purposes, meaning the 



fish are meticulously bred, are fed in a way that is as natural as possible and are regularly interbred 
with wild fish in an attempt to helpwith genetic diversity.  

  A previous Oregon State study published in the journal Science in 2007 showed that hatchery fish 
that migrate t o the ocean and return to spawn leave far fewer offspring than their wil d relatives. This 
latest study, Blouin said, strongly suggests that hatchery salmonids are also reducing the fitness of 

wild populations when they interbreed.  
40 million salmon  per year  
  The potential ramifications are frighteni ng when one considers that 40 million hatchery-raised 

salmon are released into California river systems every year. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
releases 12 million Chinook smolt and the California Department of Fish and Game releases 20 million 

smolt annually into the Sacramento-San Joaquin River system. The rest are dumped into the Klamath 
River. Of the four big hatcheries run by the state and two by the federal  government, only the 
federally run Livingston Stone National Fish Hatchery at the base of Shasta Dam and the state's 

Warm Springs Hatchery for coho in the Russian River Basin have the same quality standards as the 
Hood River hatchery. In fact, the vast majority of the California chinook are farmed for the  fishing 
industry as mitigation for  construction of dams and other diversions by the state and federal water 

projects. "The purpose is not to restore wild fall run chinook to the Sacramento,"  said Bob Clarke, the 
acting regional fisheries manager for the Fish and Wildlife Service. "It is to help suppor t a commercial 
and recreational fishery." 

  The Oregon study, which shows that even cautious breeding of fish can be harmful, means that the 
mass production of salmon in California hatcheries could be much more damaging than previously 
thought, according to scientists. "If steelhead are at all similar to chinook then this is very, very, very  

worrisome," said Swanson, adding that nobody even really knows if any wild fall run chinook still 
exist. "We're doing a bunch of things that we already know are wrong and this stud y has identified 
another flawed practice." The study acknowledges that steelhead trout may react to captive breeding  

differently than chinook, but it nevertheless warns fishery  managers not to rely on hatcheries for the 
recovery of salmonids. 
 A growing movement    

"There is a lot circumstantial evidence that what we have shown is also happening to other species," 
Blouin said. "What it means is that if you are trying to help a wild population recove r then putting 

hatchery fish in there is probably not a good idea."  
  The study gives credence to a growing movement to change the way hatcheries operate. One 
proposal is to mandate removal of the adipose fins on all hatchery fish for identificati on purposes. 

Another is to make hatchery conditions more riverlike and feed young fish underwater instead  
of using the unnatural method of throwing pellets on the top of the water. "Even hatchery reform is 
not a solution, which is why no matter what you  do in the short term, the goal must be self -

sustaining populations of wild fish," said Steve Mashuda, an environmental attorney for Earth Justice. 
  The positive thing about the study, Bl ouin said, is that it shows how quickly fish adapt. If steelhead 
can change their genetics and behavior to out compete others in the unnatural envi ronment of a 

hatchery, he said, they can certainly do it in the wild. "If you fix the habitat and leave it alone," he 
said, "natural selection will very quickly create a locally adapted population."  
 

E-mail Peter Fimrite at pfimrite@sfchronicle.com. ------------------------------------------------ ------------   



GARY BULLA JUST GOT BACK FROM BAJA 

He had a great trip. Go see all the photos at his website; 
http://www.garybulla.com/forum/viewthread.php?tid=4492&page=1#pid26000 
 

  
 

 

 
Gary Bulla with a fly rod caught 49 pound Bull Dorado 

 

http://www.garybulla.com/forum/viewthread.php?tid=4492&page=1%23pid26000


Tight Lines by Drew Madrigal   
     

Since my mention of the fly threader, I decided to continue with information about the other terminal 
tools I carry. To store a just fished fly I place it in a modified fly box. I took an old fly box made of a 
tough yet flexible plastic material then punched several holes within each of the compartments in the 
box for air flow. This aids drying of the fished flies and I have never had a hook rust.The other tool I 
carry for my flies is a Tiemco ceramic hook hone; one side is smooth, the other rippled. I find I can 
quickly put a fine, smooth point on the hook’s point and this is particularly useful when you blunt the 
hook point on deep fished nymph flies.  

I also carry a knot tying tool and a pair of tippet nippers. The reason to carry the nippers is self-
explanatory. The knot tying tool is used for different tasks. The tying tool I use is the Two In One 
Fisherman’s Knot Tying Tool made by Profishional Products in Pasadena. The tool has a grooved 
end for helping tie nail knots, blood knots and snell knots. The other end is spring loaded to grab tag 
ends and pull through loops for clinch knots, end loop knots, and clinch blood knots. I originally 
bought the tool to help me make small perfection loops. I could tie them with my bare hands but the 
loops were larger than I liked. I found I liked using the tip and smooth barrel of the tool to pull one 
loop through the other and tighten the smaller perfection loop. Next, I started using the barrel or 
grooved end, with smaller diameter ears, to tighten my knots to the fly. I would hook the hook’s gape 
around the tool and grab the standing portion of the tippet, tighten the knot then hold it for 5 seconds. 
This allows me to tighten the knot more tightly than by hand and safely (less punctured fingers). A 
friend of mine once observed that a trout had wrapped my leader in some roots at the edge of a 
stream. I clamped down on my flyline, pointed my rod directly at the fly and began backing up. Soon 
the fly came whistling past me and landed on the ground behind me. I walked over and found the 
hook had broken but my knot was intact. My friend’s eyebrows rose when I showed him the broken, 
premium quality hook. Tie tight knots. 

I use three terminal knots for tippet to fly or leader. I prefer the locked loop knot to the sliding 
Duncan Loop knot. Because I am used to really snugging my knots I find that when my wraps of the 
Duncan Loop slide the tippet is disfigured and weakened. The locked loop knot avoids this 
problem.The Harvey knot is basically a two-wrap snell with the added advantage of tightening under 
pressure like a Chinese finger trap. After fishing a fly with this knot, if you tighten it properly you will 
have to use a bodkin to loosen and remove the knot from the fly. A triple surgeon’s knot is used like 
the double surgeon’s knot to add tippet to your leader. The advantage to the triple surgeon’s knot is 
the straight exit of the leader and tippet from the knot, no more angled exit of the tippet from the knot. 
When surface fishing I just feel more comfortable knowing the surface fly will land more in line with 
where I aimed. 

 
Tight knots and sharp hooks. 
 

 

  



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Sespe Fly Fishers Membership Renewal 
 

Dear Flyfisher, 

Welcome to new members and renewing members alike!  Your membership dues enable the Sespe Fly Fishers 

to continue to provide quality programs, outings, seminars, and to participate in conservation efforts. 

In other words, WE NEED YOU! 

 

Please complete this application and return it along with your membership dues today to the following address: 

 

Sespe Flyfishers 

P.O. Box 5127 

Ventura, CA  93005 

 

Your support is appreciated. 

 

NAME: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Please include names of Family Members that may participle in club functions:  

Family Member: ______________________________________________________ 

Family Member: ______________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________ 

  _______________________________________________________________________ 

  ____________________________________________________________ 

 

HOME PHONE: ______________________________________________________ 

WORK PHONE: ________________________________________________________________ 

E-MAIL:  ______________________________________________________ 

 

Please indicate if you are a member of the  Federation of  Fly Fishers (FFF)  

  Yes     No 

Annual Family Membership Dues (Jan. 1 – Dec. 31) 

 

Residence 

 

Age 

 

New Member 

Renewing 

Member 

 

Ventura & S.B. Counties 16 and over $41 $35 $____________ 

Other Locations 16 and over $18 $12 $____________ 

Any Under 16 $18 $12 $____________ 

Voluntary contribution to the Sespe Fly Fishers Conservation Fund          $____________ 

Voluntary contribution to “Trout in the classroom”                                    $____________ 

GRAND TOTAL $____________ 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Chris or Fran May at (805) 984-1267 or chrismay5@msn.com. 

 

 

mailto:chrismay5@msn.com?subject=sespe%20renewal


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sespe Flyfishers 
P.O. Box 5127 
Ventura, CA 93005 
 

 

  

 


