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 Sespe Fly Fishers 

MEETING  

August 22, 2009 

TIME:  3:00 p.m. 

PLACE: Camp 
Bartlett, Santa 
Paula  . See inside 
for directions  

 

UPCOMING   EVENTS 

September Meeting  

Wednesday,   

 September  16
th
,  2009 

7:00 PM 

BOARD MEETING  

7:00 PM 

   August 17
th
, at 

Carrowôs Restaurant, 
Seaward and Harbor, 

Ventura 

Outings 

See inside for details! 

August is our Club picnic month.  Saturday, August 22 is the date.  

Chuck and Marcia Colwell are the coordinators of our event again 

this year.  Please refer to the flyer in this newsletter for the 

particulars.  Picnics are about food, friends and fun.  Bill Blackstone 

is providing and cooking the meat course and the side dishes are 

provided by the attendees.  This promises to be a really special 

event, so donôt miss it.  Please let Chuck and Marcia know of your 

plans to attend; advance notice makes their planning so much easier. 

PLEASE NOTE:  The August picnic replaces the normal 

Wednesday night monthly club meeting.  The next Club meeting 

at the Senior Recreation Center will be on Wednesday, 

September 16. 

Summer is winding to a close, so there should be a lot of really good 

fishing reports from our members.  As noted in last monthôs 

newsletter, Steve Schalla is now our clubôs Webmaster.  Go to 

www.sespeflyfishers.com and check the site *out.  Steve has already 

given us a fresh now look.  Since one of the sites purposes is to 

share information of interest to our members, feel free to contribute.  

If you have some pictures or stories to share, please feel free to do 

so.  Send your input to Steve at stevenojai@aol.com and he will take 

it from there.  Chuck Colwell sent me some pics of some monster 

browns his friends caught in Montana.  Maybe I can get Chuck to 

share those photos on the website. 

As we move into Fall, our club activities revive.  Bob Smithôs fly tying 

sessions resume with Bill Blackstone again sharing his expertise.  

The new location for the tying sessions is just down the hall from our 

club meeting site at the Senior Recreation Center.  Check the 

newsletter for the time and dates.   See you at the picnic.   Paul 

 

 

 

Preside n tôs Message               August  2009  

 

Program  
 

Annual Picnic 

Food Friends 

and Fun 

 

 

 

http://www.sespeflyfishers.org/
http://www.sespeflyfishers.com/
mailto:stevenojai@aol.com


Sespe Fly Fishers 
Picnic 

Pot Luck, Raffle and Games 
 

Date  Saturday August 22, 2008 
 
Place  Camp Bartlett  (See Directions Below) 
 
Time  3 pm  
 
Who  All members, spouses/friends and kids 
 
Bring your fly rod and test/improve your skills. 
 
The Club will provide charcoal, sliced tri-tip roast for adults, hot dogs for kids (buns and fixings), garlic 
bread ingredients (members to do the cooking), salsa, plates, napkins, cups and utensils. 
 
What to bring 
Your own ice chest with beverages (wine and beer are OK), and 
 
if your last name begins withé       
 P - Z  bring dessert for 10 people     
 A - D  bring appetizer for 10 people 
 E - O  bring salad for 10 people 
 
Fee - $5 per adult (if RSVP and fee paid by Aug 1st - $7 per adult after Aug 1st) 

Please pay by cash or check at the July Club meeting, or mail check to Carl Rhoads, 
Treasurer. Make checks payable to Sespe Fly Fishers.  

 
RSVP to Chuck and Marcia Colwell 

805 987-5474 
e-mail: crc4411@verizon.net 

 

 
 
Directions to Camp Bartlett 
 
From Ojai go east on Ojai Avenue, bear right at Boccalli's Restaurant and continue up Dennison 
grade. When you reach the Summit  Restaurant you are 1.8 miles away. Camp Bartlett will be on 
your left. There will be a Sespe FF  sign.  
If you are coming from Ventura take the 126 Fwy to Santa Paula. Take the 10th Street exit towards 
Ojai. Travel north on Tenth Street, bear right and continue on Ojai Road. When you get to Steckel 
Park you are only 2.6 miles away, The turn will be on your right at the end of a curving (concrete) K-
rail. There is a arching sign overhead that says Camp Bartlett. Cross the creek on the bridge and the 
Clubhouse will be on your right. 
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Sespe Flyfishers Board of Directors 
 

PRESIDENT      
Paul Wilson      482-7443 
 

VICE PRESIDENT  
Dennis Harper: 650-1708 
 

SECRETARY  
Gary Bulla:      933-1367 
 

TREASURER  
Carl Rhoads:     644-0940 

 

DIRECTORS 
Bill Ulrich:     646-6496 
Frances Smith: 647-3522 
John Dugan:     646-6898 
 

2009 Speaker Schedule  
 
August     Annual Picnic  At Camp Bartlett on Sisar Creek! 
September     Paul Jenkins ñOn The Ventura Riverò 
October     Trapper Badovinac ñSolitude ï Finding & Fishing Small Western Streamsò 
November     Skip Morris  ñFishing the Surface of a Trout Lakeò 
*Speakers and programs subject to change without notice. Check the news letter each month.  
 

 

 Our Fly Tying Chairman 

Bob Smith                                                                                    

 

Is still fishnô 
 

 

Outings 

Our Annual picnic will be the outing and meeting for August. This yearôs picnic will be at Camp 

Bartlett on Sisar Creek in the hills above Santa Paula. Gary Bulla has arranged for us to use the 

historic and rustic community building where he lives. Bill Blackstone is cooking, Chuck and Marcia 

are planning, and Iôm looking forward to Bob Smithôs casting challenges and games as well as the 

possibility that there are some little natives in the creek! Watch your e-mail for more information as it 

develops.  

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
 

Conservation ï Dennis Harper   650-1708 
Membership - Chris & Frances May  984-1267 
Newsletter ïEarl Arnold:    701-1239 
Programs - Gary Bulla:    933-1367 
Raffles ï John Dugan:    646-6898 
Refreshments - Jeff Herford:   658-0829 
Outings - Jeff Hereford:    658-0829 
Web Site ïSteve Schalla:   642-5898 
Auction - Frances Smith:    647-3522 
Fly Tying -Bob Smith:    647-3522 
Trout In The Classroom ï Kent Houston  649-4716 

 



FOR SALE 
By Chuck Colwell 

San Juan Pontoon Boat by JW Outfitters 

 

Lightweight  8ô x 4ò4ò pontoon boat constructed of PVC impregnated 1200 denier nylon and four piece 

aluminum tubular frame   Self-deflating bladder valve system.  Molded plastic folding seat and 

adjustable footpegs keep you comfortably upright in a position for casting,  Dual zip side pockets for 

gear storage are within easy reach.  Stripping apron.  Two-piece oars.  Capacity 350 lbs.  Weight 39 

lbs.  

 

Used once and then stored.   

 

Price $150, as is, plus shipping.  Phone 805 987-5474 (Camarillo). 

 

 

  

 

 



Tight Lines by Drew Madrigal   
     
 
A friend of mine lost expensive fly tying materials to ñbugsò The no-see-ums had reduced his dry fly 
necks to stems and feather dust. He now packs cedar wood in his tying materials kit. I had used 
cedar blocks to protect my materials but noticed that after some time, when I opened the fly tying 
materials drawers there was no longer a cedar smell. First I scored the blocks to rejuvenate the cedar 
smell to protect my materials but the scent seemed to evaporate in a short period of time. 
 
I did not want to swap to using naphthalene (moth balls) to protect my materials. It certainly works but 
is so strong; I hate the smell, and do not want that smell on my flies. Go back to fresh cedar blocks? I 
found a different option. I now buy Enviro-Magic Cedar Wood Closet Enhancer oil from Amazon. 
Eight ounces costs $9.15 and is more than lifetime supply. What I do with this cedar oil is the 
following: 
  

1. Take left over mini-zip lock bags from fly tying materials and use a paper hole punch to punch 
several holes in the baggies. 

 
2. Cut some small foam blocks to insert in the baggies. 

 
3. Spray the blocks with the cedar oil, put them in the baggies, and toss these into your tying 

materials boxes and drawers.I spray the foam blocks every six months and have not had a 
problem with bugs. 

 
** Note: I also keep the cedar foam blocks stored with my flies that are stored for a long period of time 
(specialty flies seldom used, i.e. tarpon flies). Why protect your materials but then have bugs sneak in 
and chew your materials already tied into flies? 
 
Wouldnôt it be nice to carry only what you need when you go fishing? How many times have you gone 
crazy trying to find the one fly you want to fish? Or if you are well organized, still do not want to walk 
around with a vest so stuffed with fly boxes you feel like the Michelin man? I like using waist packs to 
force myself to carry only what I really do need. If I had to carry one box which would it be?  Though I 
am pleased with Morell fly boxes, my ñoneò box is an Orvis box I found last May in their Vermont 
shop. The Orvis Light Weight Floating Fly Box (I fudged and got the large one, approximately 
6X4X1ò) is $13.95. This box is tough, floats, magnets keep is closed, has a nylon fabric hinge (like the 
Morell boxes), tough foam inside, and a curved side which is comfortable against you in the waist 
bag. This will hold a lot of my go-to-flies and is large enough to store a variety of flies I can use on 
many waters. This is the one box I would grab at a moments notice to go fishing. Have to go now; it is 
time to restock this box.  

 

  



Outings 
Fish pictures and stories from the members 
Friends of Chuck Colwell 
Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2009 7:58 PM 
Subject: Fw: Montana 
 
 
Scott Read Below:  I didn't add you to the copy list below, as I wanted to tell you direct, it was a match 
up mano a mano between Mechas and I, after your email yesterday Mechas was determined to show 
me up today, fishing this small epic spring creek with some big fish in it.  She started off by catching 
an 18 inch brown, I responded with a 20 incher, she then slammed me with a 22 inch,  I came back 
short with a 21 inch brown, time was running out, with an hour to go I went huge with a 7 pound big 
macho jawed male brown, awesome fish of a life time, no way for a come back for the Mech babe.  
Mechas's last cast of the day was into a pool on the spring creek, Mechas defies me and the guide 
who had just told Mechas, OK one last cast right over there. Mechas with a strong wind blowing right 
into her face,  pulls off the cast of her life and bang, she gets bit big time, the fish takes off up stream 
and she is stuck in the mud trying to hang on as the fish runs into all sorts of trouble with Mechas in 
the stream trying to get free of the mud to follow the fish.  I try to help her get unstuck and fall on my 
face, destroying my cell phone in the process, by the way, 310 890 9725 is no longer in service, call 
310 748 9435!  Anyway, Mechas does an epic job fighting this fish and lands the big one Mechas 
style.  29 inches, 10 lbs, guide verified.  What can I say, I got slammed.  Scott, you have a good 
sense of who to pick for your fishing partner.   As I say below, pictures don't lie.  Not that I or any of 
my fishing buddies ever do.  Greg 
 

  

 

 

 



And a little closer to home, 
 

Alan Monteath sent this to Earl 
 
We had a pretty sweet trip to Wishon at the inlet and the N F Kings River. We boated up and camped 
for two nights. There were a few boats that came up to fish in the lake at the inlet. But no one else 
was camping there and there is a great spot in the trees above the lake. The river is truly wild and 
remote with a few stockers making their way up but mostly it holds wild rainbows and browns. Also 
getting in there really takes some effort taking lots of rock hopping, bushwhacking, and climbing. 
There are shear faces along the sides here and there requiring clamoring up and over. 
  
The only traffic was a pair of guys starting up river just as we were leaving. 

  

  

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Sespe Fly Fishers Membership Renewal 
 

Dear Flyfisher, 

Welcome to new members and renewing members alike!  Your membership dues enable the Sespe Fly Fishers 

to continue to provide quality programs, outings, seminars, and to participate in conservation efforts. 

In other words, WE NEED YOU! 

 

Please complete this application and return it along with your membership dues today to the following address: 

 

Sespe Flyfishers 

P.O. Box 5127 

Ventura, CA  93005 

 

Your support is appreciated. 

 

NAME: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Please include names of Family Members that may participle in club functions:  

Family Member: ______________________________________________________ 

Family Member: ______________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________ 

  _______________________________________________________________________ 

  ____________________________________________________________ 

 

HOME PHONE: ______________________________________________________ 

WORK PHONE: ________________________________________________________________ 

E-MAIL:   ______________________________________________________ 

 

Please indicate if you are a member of the  Federation of  Fly Fishers (FFF)  

  Yes     No 

Annual Family Membership Dues (Jan. 1 ï Dec. 31) 

 

Residence 

 

Age 

 

New Member 

Renewing 

Member 

 

Ventura & S.B. Counties 16 and over $41 $35 $____________ 

Other Locations 16 and over $18 $12 $____________ 

Any Under 16 $18 $12 $____________ 

Voluntary contribution to the Sespe Fly Fishers Conservation Fund          $____________ 

Voluntary contribution to ñTrout in the classroomò                                    $____________ 

GRAND TOTAL $____________ 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Chris or Fran May at (805) 984-1267 or chrismay5@msn.com. 

 

 

mailto:chrismay5@msn.com?subject=sespe%20renewal


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sespe Flyfishers 
P.O. Box 5127 
Ventura, CA 93005 
 

 

  

 


