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 Sespe Fly Fishers 

MEETING  

August 18, 2010 

TIME:  7:00 p.m. 

PLACE: Senior 
Recreation Center. 

Santa Clara and 
Oak St. Ventura. 

 

UPCOMING  EVENTS 

Annual Picnic 

Saturday,   

 September 18
th

,  2010 

3:00 PM 

BOARD MEETING  

7:00 PM 

  Sept. 13
th

, at Carrow’s 
Restaurant, Seaward 

and Harbor, Ventura 

Outings 

Annual Picnic. 

Belize! 

See inside for details! 

KISS   Not the LA radio station, but the acronym for “Keep It Simple Stupid.”   

  
 I often wonder if the proponents of the sport of fly fishing err greatly in not 

adhering more closely to the philosophy of KISS.  Pick up any magazine or catalog 

devoted to the sport and you find a dizzying array of tackle, clothes and related 
paraphernalia.  There are rods, reels, fly selections, etc., etc., etc.   Take the catalog 

section on flies for example.  There are hundreds of patterns from which to select.  

Each pattern comes in various sizes and an assortment of colors.  Do a quick 
mental calculation any you have thousands of flies from which to choose: and at 

$1.50 each (some more, some less) you need thousands of dollars to cover all the 

possibilities.  Now throw in $500 reels, $150 extra spools for each line, five or six 

lines at $60 each, a $100 vest, $300 waders, $120 shoes, an $80 net plus the 
jackets, hats, gloves, sunglasses, leaders, tippets, etc., etc., etc.  I would estimate 

that for an investment of $5000 or so a beginner can approximate the image of the 

“fly fisherman” he or she sees in the catalogs.  Ever wonder why a 16 year-old 
might be overwhelmed mentally and financially when they contemplate taking up 

the sport?  A Zebco rod and reel combo, a few bass plugs, some rubber worms (or 

real ones) and some hooks might be more appealing. 

 
 I have chaffed for a log time about how overly complex some have made 

our sport.  What prompted me to rail about this now is an article in the 

October/November, 2009 issue of Fly Rod and Reel magazine by one of our club 
members.  I confess, I overlooked it when I first read the issue.  About a month ago 

I was reading the reader’s comments in a later issue in which a reader praised the 

article to which I am referring.  It was written by Yvon Chouinard and entitled 
“Simple Gifts”.  Yvon had been recognized by the magazine as their “Angler of the 

Year”.  Keeping it simple appeals to Yvon.  Get a copy and read it.  (If you can’t 

find it, contact me and I will get it to you). 

 
 The more I am involved in our sport, the more I appreciate the practitioners 

like Yvon who strive to keep it simple.  Dave Hughes, who has presented programs 

at our club several times did an outstanding job during his last visit covering a 
simple approach to fly selection.  Lefty Kreh is another notable who adheres to the 

simple vs. the complex.  We all know, Bill Blackstone ties flies that look as if they 

are ready to fly or crawl away, but if you attend his fly tying sessions, he ties flies 
that catch fish.  If you want to catch your breath, please read Yvon’s article. 

 

 I am looking forward to our August club speaker’s presentation.  Steve 

Schalla is doing another program of the Sierras.  The one he did for us a couple of 
years ago was so well received that we asked him to do another one.  Plan to be 

there. 

 Circle Saturday September 18 on your calendar.  That is the date for our 
club picnic that Chuck and Marcia Colwell are again planning.  Look for the flyer 

in this newsletter.  The location is great, Bill and Joyce Blackstone are again 

providing the Tri-tip and members bring the rest.  Ask anyone who was there last 

year and you will see how much it was enjoyed.  I can smell the oak wood smoke 
now.  

  Paul 

 

 

President’s Message               August  2010 

 

Program 

 
Steve Schalla 

“Campbell River 

BC and more” 

 

http://www.sespeflyfishers.org/


Speaker of the Month 
Steve Schalla 

  

 



Sespe Flyfishers Board of Directors 
 

PRESIDENT      
Paul Wilson      482-7443 
 

VICE PRESIDENT  
Dennis Harper: 650-1708 
 

SECRETARY  
Gary Bulla:      933-1367 
 

TREASURER  
Carl Rhoads:     644-0940 

 

DIRECTORS 
Frances Smith: 647-3522 
John Dugan:     646-6898 
 
 

2010 Speaker Schedule*  
September Annual Picnic “Food, Friends and Fun” 

October Mike St.Clair  “Bamboo Rods – Their History and Influence on Fly Fishing” 

November Jeff Bright   “Fly Fishing the Skeena River System,” 

*Speakers and programs subject to change without notice. Check the news letter each month.  

 
 

        

Operation G.I. Entertainment:  
Dear members a few years ago Wilderness Fly Fishers 
helped me gather music for our troops overseas. Ever since then I have tried to duplicate 
this effort. It has been impossible until now.  In order to send music or DVD to entertain our troops it 
must be to a named member of the armed forces. Now after a long search I have met a source of 
men and women being deployed. Please bring CDs and DVDs to our next meeting of our club.  I will 
deliver them to a local contact. He will packaged and distributed to military 
member deploying  overseas. It is a great way to support our troops and help them through hard 
times. Thank you 
 
John Kingsley 
 
 
 

ANNUAL PICNIC 

  

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
 

Conservation ï Dennis Harper   650-1708 
Membership - Chris & Frances May  984-1267 
Newsletter ïEarl Arnold:    701-1239 
Programs - Gary Bulla:    933-1367 
Raffles ï Joe Joines:    832-4218 
Refreshments - Jeff Herford:   658-0829 
Outings - Jeff Hereford:    658-0829 
Web Site ïSteve Schalla:   642-5898 
Auction - Frances Smith:    647-3522 
Fly Tying -Bob Smith:    647-3522 
Trout in the Classroom ï Kent Houston  649-4716 
 

 



Sespe Fly Fishers 
        

     Annual  Picnic 
Pot Luck Dinner 

 

Date  Saturday, September 18, 2010 

 

Place  Camp Bartlett, Santa Paula (same place as in 2009) 

   See below for directions. 

Time  3 pm          

 

Who  All members and spouses/friends  

 

Bill and Joyce Blackstone will provide sliced tri-tip roast for everyone.  The Club will provide plates, napkins, 

cups and utensils. 

 

What to bring 

Your own ice chest with beverages (wine and beer are OK), and if your last name begins with…   

    

A - D  bring dessert for 10 people 

C - O  bring appetizer for 10 people 

P - Z  bring salad for 10 people 

Fee - $5 per each family if RSVP and fee paid by Sept 1
st
 - $7 per family after Sept 1

st.
 

   

Please pay by cash or check at the August Club meeting, or mail check to Carl Rhoads, Treasurer.  Make 

checks payable to Sespe Fly Fishers.  

RSVP to Chuck and Marcia Colwell 

805 987-5474 

e-mail: crc4411@verizon.net 

 

 

Directions to Camp Bartlett: 

From Ojai – go east on Ojai Avenue, bear right at Bocacalli’s Restaurant and continue up Dennison 

grade.  When you reach the Summit Restaurant you are 1.8 miles away.  Camp Bartlett will be on your 

left. 

 

From Ventura – take the 126 Fwy to Santa Paula.  Take the 10
th
 Street exit towards Ojai.  Go north on 

10
th
 Street, bear right and continue on Ojai Road.  When you get to Steckel Park you are 2.6 miles away. 

The turn into Camp Bartlett will be on your right, at the end of a curving (concrete) railing.  There is an 

arching overhead “Camp Bartlett” sign at the entrance.  Cross the bridge; Club house will be on your 

right.  

 

  

mailto:crc4411@verizon.net


 

 

From the Federation of Fly Fishers South West Council 
 
 
 
Casting for Recovery is a non-profit group that works with women breast cancer 
survivors in small setting to teach fly fishing. They have several programs 

currently in Northern California and hope to branch out to SoCal. This is a group that deserves our 
support. Please add this to your newsletters if you can beat the August 31 deadline or use your e-mail 
blast system. SWC 
  
  
Dear fly fishing community, 
HAVE YOU HEARD THE NEWS? CFR has been chosen as a finalist in the Pepsi Refresh Project for 
a $250,000 grant!! (www.refresheverything.com) 

As you may already know, Casting for Recovery is a non-profit which supports women breast cancer 
survivors through a unique retreat program using fly-fishing to heal.  The gentle casting motion is 
therapeutic and the beautiful settings are so different than hospitals and doctorsô offices.  We support 
women nationally as they survive and thrive in 43 programs in 30 states! 
This grant would expand our reachéwe could add 5-7 more fly fishing retreats in states where we 
have not yet been!  The contest runs from August 1st through the 31st only and is driven by daily 
VOTES!  CFR needs 500,000 votes during the month of August in order to win $250K.  YOUR help is 
critical. 
Would you join us in the fight against breast cancer and help in voting and getting others to vote? 
Please share this opportunity with everyone you know. Can we count you?  Questions? E-mail 
me: sandy.trudel@castingforrecovery.org   or call Casting for Recovery's main office at 888-553-
3500. 
The instructions below explain how you can vote three ways for CFR each day. 
In Gratitude, 
Sandy Trudel 
VP- Development, Casting for Recovery 
~~~    
Cast Your Vote Today and Every Day August 1-31, 2010 
Hereôs how you vote:  
1. On-line: Go to www.refresheverything.com and register to vote. Sign on first thing every day in the 
same left hand corner, press Health as a category, and put Casting for Recovery in the upper right 
hand corner search bar. Vote!  
2. Using your cell phone - text to Pepsi 73774 and in the body of the text message type 101715 and 
hit send. You will receive a text message to confirm your vote. 
3. Facebook: Search on Facebook.com for Pepsi Refresh Voting App, press Like, then ñGo to 
Applicationò on left column and enter Casting for Recovery in Search. To help with the voting, please 
share this information with your Facebook friends to further grow support and raise votes for Casting 
for Recovery. 
 
Itôs that easy. VOTE THREE WAYS EACH DAY! Tell your friends, family and colleagues. 
Visit www.castingforrecovery.org to learn more about CFR. 
  
 

 
  

mailto:sandy.trudel@castingforrecovery.org
http://www.refresheverything.com/
http://facebook.com/
http://www.castingforrecovery.org/


         Lifetime Fishing Licenses for the  

                 DFG Biologists Children  
 

On January 5, 2010, the Department of Fish and Game (DFG) suffered a t ragic loss of three 

employees in a helicopter crash while on a routine serial deer surve y. Clu Cotter, Associate 

Biologist (48 years old), Kevin OõConnor, Senior Biologist Supevisor (40 years old), and Tom 

Stolberg, Scientific Aid ( 31 years old), all of Fresno, were esteemed colleagues and are greatly 

missed. 

DFG and the hunting and fishing communities recognize the impor tance of Californiaõs sporting 

heritage, and need to pass it along to the next generations. These biologist s are survived by six 

children (3 boys and 3 girls, ages 4 to 12), and in an effort to help perpetuate their connection 

to resource conservation and enjoyment, members of the hunting and fishing communities are 

asking for help in securing lifetime fishing licenses for all six children . Lifetime hunting licenses 

already have been secured.  

Since DFG is legally prohibited from funding the purchase or givi ng away the fishing 

licenses, t he NCCFFF and the SWCFFF are taking the lead in  gathering donations for 

the fishing licenses. We are asking for each of the clubs in our respective councils  to  

donate $50 towards the purchase of 2 lifetime fishing licenses f or the children. The 

purchase price is approximately $1250.00 each, with all the stamps. Any additional 

monies raised will be used to purchase the additional licenses for the children, or be 

put in a fund for them.  

 

Not  only will you help nurture future re source stewards, you will help carry their dadsõ legacy of 

respect and dedication for Californiaõs fish and Wildlife. 

Please donate by visiting our website NCCFFF.org or send a check to NCCFFF, c/o Bobbie 

Armor, P.O. Box 7480, Fremont, CA 94537  

 

   

  
 

 

 

 



Belize 2011  
From: Rich French 
To: JEFFREY HEREFORD 
Sent: Saturday, June 19, 2010 9:43 AM 
Subject: Belize Split Trip Info 

 
March 23 - April 3  San Pedro/Placencia Split Trip Overview 

This trip encompasses two unique fisheries and locations that will thrill just about every fly rodder. We 
start out by bringing guests up to the town of San Pedro for 4 nights and three days of fishing. San 
Pedro is located in Northern Belize on the island of Ambergris Caye . The town is a really nice, 
friendly beach community. Itôs clean and safe and has a laid back vibe to it. There are lots of great 
bars and restaurants and the main part of town is located in a fairly centralized area so everything is 
within a short walk from the hotel. 
The fishing out of San Pedro encompasses a wide area that offers a highly diversified fishery. One 
day you can be up fishing on the Belize/Mexico border for good sized bonefish, the next day you can 
be 10 miles southwest of town, drifting on the tarpon flats, looking for rolling tarpon. This area also 
has a healthy permit population. The permit fishing out of San Pedro is similar to that found in the 
Yucatan : fish in 4-6 feet of water, either cruising or floating on the water surface. This area is 
predominantly a marl based bottom, which means that wading opportunities are limited. That said, we 
have some great guides who love to wade and they have some very good areas where guests can 
wade for hours. The reef is about a half mile offshore from the town so if guys feel like targeting big 
ócudas and jacks, snappers and the like, this is always a great way to spend a day. San Pedro is a 
good mixed bag fishery with a lot of bonefish. 
For the second leg of the trip, we fly guests down to the Southern Belize village of Placencia for 4 
nights and 3 days of fishing. This location is all about permit fishing; with some tarpon thrown in for 
good measure. The flats off the coast of Placencia are about as good as it gets for targeting tailing 
permit in very shallow water. Here, guests will be wading for almost all of their shots. The permit will 
be tailing in 1-3 feet of water. For those who are interested, there is a huge mangrove estuary to the 
west of town that can provide great fun for juvenile tarpon and possibly some snook? 
Placencia village is smaller than San Pedro, but there are nonetheless plenty of little restaurants and 
bars for post fishing relaxing. 
 
Fishing 

The fishing day in San Pedro is 8 hours long, while down in Placenicia the typical day is 9-10 hours in 
length. The schedule in either location can be altered if guests would like to leave earlier. The guide 
may advise this based on tides and weather. A packed lunch with drinks will be on board with the 
guide each day. 
The skiffs that guests will fish from in both locations are 23 to 25 foot pangas powered by 50-70 four 
stroke engines.   
  
Arrival day 
    For split trips, we start the trip with a Saturday Arrival and a Sunday Departure, the following 
week. Guests will be met as soon as they clear customs in Belize City by a member of our staff. She 
will direct you over to our local air carrier and make sure that your luggage is properly tagged for the 
17 minute flight up to San Pedro. All in country flights are based on E tickets and will be in the Tropic 
Air computer system. All guests need to do is present themselves at the Tropic Air counter and give 
their names. As soon as you arrive at the airstrip in San Pedro, another member of our staff will be 
waiting for you. He will escort you over to the hotel and get you checked in. The hotel is located in the 
heart of town, right on the beach, has A/C, cable TV and pool. There will be an information package 
on the town of San Pedro (best bars, where the pharmacy is located, where to buy Cuban cigars etc) 
waiting for guests in their room. 

http://mc/compose?to=rfbelize21@yahoo.com
http://mc/compose?to=jehmah@msn.com


 
 
Mid Week Travel Day 
   Mid week, on the travel day from San Pedro to Placencia, which is Day 5, guests will check out of 
their hotel by 10:30 am. The flight to the Belize City Municipal Airport leaves from San Pedro at 11 am 
and guests need to check in to Tropic Air for the flight no later than 15 minutes prior to departure. Our 
driver and field supervisor will be at the hotel for 10:15 am to help with luggage etc.  It is a short 15 
minute flight to Belize City from the San Pedro Airstrip. Please note that this is not the same airport 
that guests fly into when they first arrive in Belize . There is a 45 minute lay over at the Belize City 
Tropic Air terminal (cold drinks and light food are available) before guests board the 12:30 pm flight 
down to Placencia. 
The flight to Placencia takes about 45 minutes and guests will be met by our driver when they arrive. 
The Placencia airstrip is just a 10 minute drive from the hotel, which is located right downtown and 
about 50 feet from the ocean. 
Because of our logistical abilities, the whole process of getting from San Pedro to Placencia is pretty 
straight forward and hassle free.   
 
Departure Day   

   There are flights departing from Placencia to the Belize International Airport every 90 minutes. Our 
driver will pick you up at the hotel one hour before your Tropic Air flight is scheduled to depart 
Placencia for the International airport. The Tropic Air departure time is dependent on your 
International departure flight times and we would like you back in Belize City at least 2.5 hours prior to 
your scheduled flight home.  
 
Included in the price 
1) Being met as soon as you clear customs in Belize City by a member of our staff 
2) Airfare from Belize City to San Pedro 
3) Round trip taxi service from the San Pedro airstrip to the hotel 
4) 4 nights accommodation (based on double occupancy) at a beachfront hotel. The hotel has A/C, 
pool and bar. 
5) Breakfast each morning 
6) 3 days of guided fishing (based on two angers in each skiff) A light lunch and drinks are included. 
7) An information package on the town of San Pedro . The best restaurants, bars, places to buy 
Cuban cigars, etc. 
8) Airfare from San Pedro to Placenica (about 45 minutes flying time) 
9) Round trip taxi service from the Placencia airstrip to the hotel 
10) 4 nights accommodation (based on double occupancy) at a hotel located right in town and about 
30 seconds from the ocean. The hotel has A/C 
11) Breakfast each day 
12) 3 days of guided fishing (based on two anglers in the skiff) 
13) Lunch and drink on board the boat each day 
14) Airfare from Placencia to the Belize International Airport on the departure day 
15) An information package on the town of Placencia . 
16) An on site trip coordinator to oversee all aspects of this trip. 
  
Not included in price 

1) Dinners each night 
2) Alcohol 
3) Gratuities  
4) Fishing gear 
5) $37.5 US Belize Airport Departure Tax.  
This trip is a real winner and is a great deal. You guys would love the experience.   



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Sespe Fly Fishers Membership Renewal 
 

Dear Flyfisher, 

Welcome to new members and renewing members alike!  Your membership dues enable the Sespe Fly Fishers 

to continue to provide quality programs, outings, seminars, and to participate in conservation efforts. 

In other words, WE NEED YOU! 

 

Please complete this application and return it along with your membership dues today to the following address: 

 

Sespe Flyfishers 

P.O. Box 5127 

Ventura, CA  93005 

 

Your support is appreciated. 

 

NAME: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Please include names of Family Members that may participle in club functions:  

Family Member: ______________________________________________________ 

Family Member: ______________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________ 

  _______________________________________________________________________ 

  ____________________________________________________________ 

 

HOME PHONE: ______________________________________________________ 

WORK PHONE: ________________________________________________________________ 

E-MAIL:  ______________________________________________________ 

 

Please indicate if you are a member of the  Federation of  Fly Fishers (FFF)  

  Yes     No 

Annual Family Membership Dues (Jan. 1 – Dec. 31) 

 

Residence 

 

Age 

 

New Member 

Renewing 

Member 

 

Ventura & S.B. Counties 16 and over $41 $35 $____________ 

Other Locations 16 and over $18 $12 $____________ 

Any Under 16 $18 $12 $____________ 

Voluntary contribution to the Sespe Fly Fishers Conservation Fund          $____________ 

Voluntary contribution to “Trout in the classroom”                                    $____________ 

GRAND TOTAL $____________ 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Chris or Fran May at (805) 984-1267 or chrismay5@msn.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:chrismay5@msn.com?subject=sespe%20renewal


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sespe Flyfishers 
P.O. Box 5127 
Ventura, CA 93005 
 

 

  

 


